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MISTAKE. 


CHAP. XV. 
The old Soldier. 


— — 


Tis two n a this 
tranſaction with equal ſurpriſe, but it was 
A ſurpriſe productive of very different emo- Z 
tions ; the heart of Edmund beat quick 
with a kind of ſympathetic ſatisfaction, . 
diſguſted as he had previouſly been with 
the conduct of the baronet; there was, in 
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his preſent behaviour, a pleaſing antidote, 


that forcibly operated in his favour, and 
placed him in the moſt amiable point of 


view; the elder, on the contrary, ſaw the 


circumſtance in the moſt ridiculous point 


of view, and was, as he expreſſed it, u- 


| perabundantly shiocked, at the meanneſs 
of his condeſcenſion.—“ What the d—1 


have we got here!?“ he exclaimed, © old 


father Anchiſes re- animated, and making a 


ſecond trip from his ruined Troy, or a far- 


cial GRIN, of the old head on 


young ſhoulders!” why, Belford, in the 
name of all. that's ancient ! where have 


you picked up this venerable remnant of 


| gothic mechaniſm ? but, I forget—you 


are a fellow of ſentiment—and I dare ſay 
when you ſtumbled on this genuine an- 


tique, 


A. 
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* 2 


tique, you were ſauntering in queſt of that 
moſt wonderful promoter of your reigning 


propenſity, — namely, an ass.“ 


His Lordſhip confidered this a d—n'd 
good joke, but unluckily for the encou- 
ragement of his wit, in this conſideration 
he ſtood ſingle; the object at whoſe ex- 
pence it was made, not being at all ſuited 
to its ſeverity ;—age had ſtamped reſpect 
on his forehead, and grief had caſt in his 
looks that expreſſion which claims pity, 
'and ever obtains it from thoſe who have 
hearts uncorrupted from their native ſuſ- 
_ ceptibility.; and to add to the force of all 

that made againſt the humour of Southby, 
he had but one leg, — a woodden ſubſtitute 
8 1 85 B 2 indeed 
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indeed appeared, but an accident had ren- 
_ (ered even this ſupport uſeleſs, 


6e Allow me to thank you for this kind-. 
neſs,” ſaid the old man, to Sir Samuel Bel- 
ford, © and be aſſured, that if the ſincere 
prayers of an old man has any influence, 
hereafter you will rank in the front line of 
heaven's troops. — Lou may well be-ſur- 
priſed, gentlemen, continued he, addreſs- 
ing himſelf to the brothers, « but look on 


me, and the ſurpriſe will ceaſe ;—this leg 


had once a comrade; but that is abſent on a 
long furlough—but I do.not regret this; I 
would willingly have parted with t'other 
alſo, to Fave avoided the agony I now ſuf- 
fer —My Charles, poor fellow! when you 
carried me from the field of battle, little did 

Ichink 
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I think on this OE, be pauſed, and 
wiped his eyes, —*you havenobuſineſs with 
the ſorrow of a poor old cripple, gentlemen, 
yet I muſt talk of my boy,—he was born, 
as one may ſay, a ſoldier, and all the regi- | 
| ment admired his filial duty and affection, 
—indeed his love for his parents, encreaſed 
only with his years; and Bis tender atten- 
tion blunted the keen edge of woe, when. 
his mother wasordered from me, to join her 
kindred ſpirits in paradiſe ;—yes, pleaſe 
your honors, I had once a wife, dear to 
my heart, —and I had a fon; but I have 
none of thoſe comforts now.“ 

* Very few comforts now, pon my * 
nor, old lad !” cried his Lordſhip, laugh- 
ing.“ but go on —nothing ſo ſuitable as 
a diſh of mortification.” — 
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« O, a pit of clay for to be made, 
60 For ſuch a gueſt is meet... = 


He thought this a d—liſh appropriate 
quotation, and gave the poetry its full tone 
and humour, 


5 Short is my ſtory,” ſaid the old man, 
« and by your permiſſion, gentlemen, 1 
will recite it. indeed, if my eyes judge 
aright, I am addreſſing myſelf to the very 
perſon J came hither in ſearch of,—are e you 
not Enſign Southby * 


« I am,” replied Edmund; and as he 
ſpoke he ſeated himſelf by the queriſt, 
with a kind familiarity. 


— 


& There 
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“ There is a ſtrong reſemblance be- 
tween you and your honor's father,” ob- 
ſerved the old man; © juſt ſuch another 
was he, when he commanded our light 
company,. —1 remember he came to his ti- 
tle, and ſold out before the regiment em- 
barked for America, - I have never ſeen. 
him fince, but my wife had a fifter, who 
afterwards lived in the family, by whoſe 

means I became acquainted with many - 
particulars reſpecting it—I dare ſay, you 
recollect your nurſe Martha? 


« Moſt aſſuredly I do,” cried Edmund, | 

taking the hand of the ſpeaker : cc firong 
are the impreſſions made on the memory 
in the carly period of life; the mind is then 

unincumbered with the turbulence of paſ- 


B. 4. | ſion, 
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ſion, and the heart unbiaſed by the groſs 
ſenſations that afterwards envellop it, —im- 
bibes ideas, and tenaciouſiy retains them, 


becauſe, being innocent, they penis as we 
reflect on them.“ | 
- Excellent morality, pon my honor,” 
cried Southby :—© In youth when 1 did 
love, — did love.” —His brother paid no at 
tention to this interruption. —* Tes I re- 
member Martha with gratitude—ſhe taught 
me never to tread on a worm without feel- 
ing repugnance for the pain I gave it.“ 


« Farly in life, gentlemen,” continued 
the ſtranger, « I entered into the ſervice 
of my country, and paſt on as a ſoldier 
_ ſhould de, with little thought, and totally 
devoid 
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devoid of that ambition, that might have 
rendered the want of preferment diſguſt- 
ing; my pride was to be perfect in diſci- 
pline, and my creed obedience ; to fay that 
I have ſeen actual ſervice, is ſuperfluons— 
this cropt limb is a ſufficient proof,—it 
was mutilated whilſt ſtorming, a battery, I 
would, im conſequence; have periſtied; had 
not my poor Charles cut his way to my aſ- 
fiſtance, and in deſpite of ſurrounding dan- 
ger, carried me back to our camp harles 
ſerved in the ſame corps, gentlemen; he 
imitated cloſely the footſteps of his father; 
and, adding perſonal bravery to the whole, 
he became the favorite of his officers,— 
Charles, like his father, mingled love with 
the toils of war, and early m his career be- 
came the huſband of a girl who, ſmitten 
B 5 wh 
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by his integrity and worth, forſook her re- 
lations, and all the comforts of a peaceful 
life, to follow the ſteps and ſhare the 
dangers of her foldier ;—they were bleſt 
with a daughter, the darling pride of their 


hearts. 


* On our return to England, my wounds 
and long ſervice procured me admiſſion 
into Chelſea-hoſpital, but Charles conti- 
nued in the regiment, and was accounted 


the beſt Serjeant in it, their little girl 
grew up, the pledge of mutual happineſs, 


and all their ceconomy and ſavings were 
made with no other view, than that of ren- 
dering her virtuous and, accompliſhed, — 
indeed, .Anna was a ſweet girl, and well 


Reſerved their tendereſt care and ſolici- 


/ 
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toda, . was but fifteen, when a young 
tradeſman, in eaſy circumſtances, took a 
| fancy to her, and the offers he made were 
| to advantageous, that her parents bade their: 
anxiety ceaſe, and by the proffered marri- 
; age fondly flattered themſelves, that the 
happineſs of their child was permanently. 
feeured, Anna, however, did not receive 

this propoſal with pleafure—on the con- 

trary, ſhe grew melancholy and dejected, 
and at laſt, without any other violence be-- 

ing uſed. againſt her inclination, . than the 
tendereſt perſuaſion, ſhe. diſappeared, —- 
Alas! it was a ſad ſtroke to her doating- 
parents, their comfort fled with her, —her 
wretched mother ſunk under the preſſure. 


of grief, and Charles was left to ſtruggle. . | 
W with his misfortune. is N 
B 6. « All: ; 
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« All ſearch after his child had proved. 
ineffectual till, on a rout, chancing to paſs 
through the environs of London „he ſaw his 
Anna cloathed in rags,—buddled up in a 
fulſome corner amidſt a number of miſera- 
ble and abandoned proflitutes ;—the cold 


drops trembled on the honeſt forehead of 


the father at aſight ſo excruciating, twice | 
he marched forward, and as oft returned 
toward his once beloved girl ;—her 1 ingra- 
titude and apparent guilt ruſhed on his 

paſſions, but his paternal affection was not 5 
to be finally conquered by ſuch adverſities, 
—he took Anna by the hand ; he looked 
ſternly on her,—but whilſt he pronounced, 

« wretch ! is it thus I behold you?“ he i in- 
valuntarily drew her towards him and fell 
on her neck. Shame and contrition rent 
the 


the boſom of his daughter: tho' obliged 
by dire neceſſity, to aſſociate with thoſe 
who were loſt to ſhame, and hardened in 
iniquity, Anna poſſeſſed ſtill her primi- 
tive ſenſibility ; and tho” ſlifled by the 


temporary force of new received ideas, 
they wanted but ſuch a check at this, to | 


re- aſſume their wonted tone and vigour ; 


ſhe fell humiliated at the feet of her father ; 
ſhe ſolicited and obtained forgiveneſs, and 


was received again into his protection. 


The ſtory of her ruin was then accounted 
for. The beauty of my poor grandchild,” 
continued the old man, © had unfortu- 
nately attracted the notice of an officer in 
the ſame regiment to which her father be- 


longed, who, under the ſpecious maſk of 
ue. concealed a heart deſtitute of 


every 
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every particle of honor, The inexperience 
and ſimplicity of Anna, furniſhed the 
_ wiſhed for advantage; flattered by his aſſi- 
duity, and deluded by his artful promiſes, . 
ſhe conſented to elope with him, and a 
eoach- and fix- carried them to London.. 


4 X 


CHAP, 
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CHAP: XVI. 


The Story of the Old Soldier concluded. 


\ 


T Now, utterly in the villain's- 
power,” ſaid the old man, Anna became 
the ſacrifice of her credulity ;—ſhe was feſt 
deſtitute, gentlemen, without a friend to 
wipe away the repentant tear, or guide 
her ſteps back to virtue; and, impelled by 
neceſlity, ſhe ſubmitted to that life of in- 
famy, which ſunk her beneath even that 
pity which common humanity beſtows on 
the wretched. he gentleman who ruined 
the peace of my _o Charles, was his own 


Captain— 


16 THE MISTAKE, 


Captain but Charles had a ſpirit ſuperior to 
the laws of ſubordination, out of the ſphere 
of his own profeſſion, he charged him with 
the crime ; and, hurried on by reſentment 
and paſſion, he ſtruck him.—The wretch 
took a mean advantage of this ungoverned 
act, and my ſon, for thus lifting his hand 
againſt his officer, was inſtantly brought 
to trial, The officers who compoſed the 
court martial, were gentlemen of known 
probity; but the proofs adduced to prove 
the circumſtance of provocation previous to 
the fact, failing, becauſe his adverſary had 
ſuborned evidence to confute what was 
advanced ;—my ſon was ſentenced to be 
ſhot.—By the lenity of the court this 
ſevere puniſhment was changed to one not 
leſs difgraceful, and even more terrible in 
the 
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the opinion of Charles,—that of being ig- 
nominiouſly flogged. A melancholy letter 
informed me of all this, and I obtained 
leave of abſence, to ſee and to endeavour to 
| comfort him; but the dread of the di; grace 
had touched his heart, and this, joined to 
the rigour of confinement, had thrown 
him into a fever, —F found him fad and 
dejected often would he fix his languid 
eyes on me, but his voice no longer glad- 
ened my ear. Anna ſat by him in ſilence 
her ſorrow was beyond utterance, and 
her emaciated frame, denoted the ravages 
of a broken heart. Be patient,” ſaid I, 
% my children—the Divine Commander 
of all, looks with benignity on the inno- 
cent ſufferer, and will ſtrengthen you in 
the hour of your miſery ; 'tis the guilty | 
alone 


— 2 — 
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alone on whom the edge of puniſhment 


falls with keenneſs and diſgrace ;—an in- 


ward conviction of rectitude, raiſes us up 


above ſuch miſapplied ſeverity of the law, 


and inſpires. us with that laudable pride, 
that ſinks our adverſaries too far for us 
to receive mortification from their mo- : 
mentary exultation.” 


«© I will not ſuffer this puniſhment“ 


exclaimed Charles, raifing his head in- 


great emotion,—* no : !] feel that there 


is a power ſuperior to earthly reſtraint, that 
will ſoon break theſe fetters aſunder : "— 
he preſt his cold lips to my band—* You: 
muſt not deſert me my. boy,” Icried'; © It 


has long been my comfort to think, that 


the laſt office due to a parent, would be 


performed. 
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performed by your hand, and that the turf 
would be gently laid on my laſt bed under 
your immediate inſpection. My ſon 
darted me a look full of compaſſion,— 
Alas? it was the laſt look. —* We will 
meet again,” he faintly cried, © in happier 
regions.“ —His head ſunk—and his pulſe 


which I preſſed with my finger, trembled 


and ſtopt.— | | } 


© I have murdered him,” cried Anna 
in diſtraction, © but I will not ſurvive 
my father—no, we will lye in the ſame 


grave, and the graſs that will ſpring over 


it to perpetuate his virtues, will cover and 
eoncealthe weeds of hisdaughter's infamy.“ 


F lifted Anna in my feeble arms, from the 
ground on which ſhe had thrown herſelf. 
— Lou. 


-_ , 
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—* You are the ſecondary cauſe of this 

_ calamity,” cried I, © preſume not, there- 
fore, my child, to diate to Omnipotence 
— nor dare threaten a life, which the de- 

eree of that Omnipotence has placed not 

at your own diſpoſal. —Your father, Anna, 
is now happy,—but the happineſs of a 

future fiate, is only inſured to thoſe who 
obey the orders iſſued from the tribunal of 
heaven ;—arc you then prepared to fland 

before this tribunal, that thus you demand 
to be put on your trial? indeed Anna you 
have not conſidered this, you have not 
conſidered that the very firſt ſteps towards 
ſuch preparation, is a belief of divine 
85 goodneſs, and a firm dependence on this 
truth, © that all our earthly ſorrows will. 

r ceaſe 
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ceaſe at that period beſt adapted for con- 
ferring on us eternal felicity.” 


The impatient tranſports of | my child 
were checked by this timely remonſtrance; 
but ſo little able was [ to practice reſigna- | 
tion myſelf, that my ſpirits ſailed, and I 

ſunk inſenſible on the bed of my Charles, 
from whence I was carried by the ſoldiers 
who attended ; and an order was given 
that I was no more to be admitted poor 
Anna was laid under the like reſtraint the 
order was given in kindneſs to ourſelves,— 
no longer could our preſence be ſervice- _ 
able, and we ſubmitted to the reſtriction, 


? One circumſtance greatly diſturbed me. 
Charles had died under the ſentence of a 


* 


court 
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court martial, and was refuſed the honor 
Oka militaryinterment. The officers, whom 
W I ſupplicated, refuſed to interfere ;—but 
8 adviſed me to apply to you Mr. Southby. 
—Your intereſt, they ſaid, 1s great, and 
| 1h your heart is moulded to ſympathize with 
the wretched and unhappy.— The little 
money I had procured me a place in a 
| | ſtage coach to the next village, where I was 
| ſet down this morning, from whence I in- 
I tended to walk to your reſidence, but en- 
1 by _ deayouring to profit by a near path, *croſs 
4 i! the fields, I fell into a deep ditch and 
ſnapt my woodden leg in two; hurt by the 
fall, and tired out with grief and fatigue, 
i it was in vain [| made uſe of my feeble 
it efforts to extricate myſelf, and my cries 
1 being too weak to procure me aſſiſtance, 
. there 
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there: I might have periſhed; had not pro- 
vidence directed this dog, that now lies ſo 
quietly at his maſter's feet, to my aid, —At_ 
firſt he threatened to tear me in pieces, but 
when F ſpoke kindly to him, he deſcended 
into the ditch;—licked my hand, and 
looked as if he would have faid, poor old 
man, I would kelp you out if / could, 


Sir Samuel here patted the head of his 
favourite animal—and looked as if he 
ould have said,—Pompey, what doſt 
thou want but the gift of ſpecch to conſti- 
tute thee a rational creature — Permit 
me, my good old man, faid the Baronet, 
to elucidate this part of your ſtory.—In 
paſſing near the ſpot where you lay during 
the race, I was attracted by the barking of 


Pompey ; 
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Pompey 3 and judging ſomething unuſual 
had engaged him, I no ſooner arrived at 
the goal, than I ran back to be fatisfied of 
the cauſe,” 


bo And the cauſe was equally groteſque. 
with the effect, pon my 1 obſerved 
4 . — 


708 And in that town a dog was found, 
« As mam dogs there be.“ 


I hope,” ſaid the old ſoldier, ſtill ad- 
dreſſing Edmund, “ you will not deny my 
requeſt, particularly as the interceſſion I 
ſolicit, is in favor of one, whom you have 
often favoured with marks of kindneſs and 
approbation,”— ; 
Non 
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1 | * You furpriſe me,” cried Edmund; | 
t ce js it poſſible that your ſon belonged to | 
the corps in which I ſerve?” — « 1 
ce He did,“ replied he: © ſerjcant Thomp- 1 
e Ii fon was not unknown to your honor l“. þ 
Edmund clapped his hands violently [ 
together, and ſtarting up, exolaimed, | 
ce Thompson! dead! and in the circum- 
Rances you mention! Oh, no! he was the 
E; beſtſoldier in the regiment—he that taught 
y me my man ual—my friend and houelt ailo- 
1 ciate in arms!” | 
e . 
d « The ſame Thompſon,” ſaid the old 
man, burſting into tears, but he will no 
u longer teach the exerciſe of a ſoldier no: 


VOL, 11. © ; he 
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on. 


he is cold and nia and is denied the 
honor of a decent hurial,” 


Edmund pulled out his handkerchief, 
and wiped the old man's eyes, then preſſ- 


ing it to his own, endeavoured to hide 
the warm drops that ſtarted from them, | - 


. 


ce My long abſence from the regiment 


pans \— gd. A 


has precluded me from the knowledge of 
this,” ſaid he, after a pauſe, © yet it is ſur- i . 
priſing that my friend has never acquainted 
me with a circumſtance, which he well 

knew wauld ſo much intereſt me,—I ſurely 

did not underſtand you right,” continued 
he, © when you mentioned that the ruin ill « 


of your ſon was occaſioned by the viltainy c 
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or his own captain. — Fairfax commands 
that 
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the chat company, and Fairfax is“ The 
blackeſt villain!” exclaimed the old man, 
interrupting him, “ and the cauſe of all 

ef, my woe.“ 1 | 

efl- 

nde «Take care,” cried Edmund, how you 

.ſtagger the belief I entertain of your vera- 
city. Captain Fairfax i is my friend and | 

ent. tho”, in common with other young men, 

e of be is at times raſh and inconfiderate, yet, 

ſar- a deliberate act of cruelty, or an act that 

ited eren hinges on the ſhadow of injuſtice, I 


well well know cannot juſtly apply to him.” 
«© And why not to him?” demanded Sir 


of aſpe& altogether unuſual. 
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Samuel, with a quick accent and ſternneſs 5 
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BY 
Gentle and forbearing as Edmund was, 


THE MISTAKE. | 


a bluſh of reſentment lighted up his coun- 
tenance at the applied ridicule in this in- 


terrogation, and turning quick on the 
quereſt—** I meant not to inſinuate, that 


this charge did not apply to Fairfax, mero- 
Ty becauſe he was my friend,” obſerved he, 
&« but this friendſhip having furniſhed me 


with ſo many opportunities of knowing 
the real diſpoſition of that gentleman, I 


| traſt I max, without offence, teſtify my 
own conviction of his character.“ 


« And I truſi,” replied the baronet, 


« that 1. on the ſame principle, may be 


allowed an equal liberty to uſe my own 


ccernment. Stran ger as I am to the per- 


ſon of the of. cer in queſtion — ſo intimate 
I am 
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Jam with ſome of his tranſactions, as war- 
rants a concluſion in favor of his accuſer, 
—Ccxcuſe me, Mr. Southby, when I add, 
that a friend is perhaps the unfitteſt per- 
ſon to decide on the actions of thoſe he 
holds dear, becauſe, he is but too apt to 


view ſuch actions through the medium of 


partiality.“ 


ee I thank you for your ſentiment,” re- 
turned Mr. Soathby, * tho' it is made ſo 
evidently at my own expence ;—'till now, 
fir, I imagined our notions of friendſhip 
congenial; and, in courfe, that you would 
have been the laſt perſon to tear aſunder 
thoſe, which this endearing tie had joined 
in long eſtabliſhed harmony ;—but I am 
neither too ſagacious not to be miſtaken, 
3 „ 
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nor too conceited, to maintain ſuch con- 
ceived notions if improper. —Let not the 
preſent difference, however, operate againſt - 


the intereſt of this ſtranger, tet us unite 


in endeavouring to ſoſten the effects of the 
ſad conſequence,—the cause of it may 


hereafter meet a diſcuffion,” 


P. 


* 
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HA. Nun. 
A genteel way to get rid of pecuniary u- 
 þerfluity, with a touch to the feelings 


the Non- Fashionables. 


— 4 — 


Lorp SOUTHBY, pleaſed with the 
idea of a ſerious quarrel, heard this amia- 


ble propoſal with diſpleaſure, —a duel to 


him was a treat, which in the preſent in- 


| ſtance would have been doubly reliſhing, 


the cauſe, or the conſequence, were trifles 


equally unimportant, nor, indeed, was it 


anywiſe material, whether he himſelf was. 
to be a principal or only a ſecond in the 


c 4 buſineſs, 
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buſineſs, providing ſufficient miſchicf was 
the reſult, 5 


by Why, lock ye . pon my honor,” 
eried he, © it has always been my notion, 


that when a ſerious affront has been given, 


the ſooner the thing 1 is diſcuſſed, 'tis the 
better,” 


*, An affront!” repeated Sir Samuel, 


* in what way is it poſſible for your Lord- 


ſhip to conſtrue any thing that has been 
faid into ſuch a meaning ?” 


& Construe !” repeated Southby, in 
turn, and with great violence of emphaſis, 
&« who the dl could put any other con- 
ſtruction on what you have faid?—have 


3 , - you 


as 
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you not, called the intimate friend of my 
brother a ſooundrel, and flatly Ryled him- 


ſelf a fool for not finding it it out ?—and if. 


he poſſeſſes the oy . 5 


At this inſtant Lady Southby ſlapped 
him on the back, ſhe had approached un- 
perceived, and gaiety and good humour 
e in her coun tenance. 


“ have been 0 confidericig my ; 


love,” ” ſaid her Ladyſhip, © in what man- 


ner to diſpoſe of the money I have juſt 


won ſhall not pay Sir Timothy,—bur 


what of that? I mean to lay it out tomuch 
better advantage. I mean to ſtrike a bold 


ſtroke—and at our next rout, ſport a dia- 
n ſtudded pair of ſpeQacles,—Lady 
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Southly's whim will be the rage—was ever 


any thing ſo delightful ?—why it will be 


| bigh. treaſon againſt the majeſty of faſhion 


to look at a dog, except through the me- 


dium of ſpectacles. Or at a,“ 


cried her ſpouſe, fifling the name with an 


 ironical cough, without recollecting that 


ſweeteſt of all creatures, —a wife.” 


Her Ladyſhip took umbrage at this rude. 


inſinuation, and declared ſhe would in- 


ſtantly order the chaiſe, and ſet off for 
London: than this, no propoſal could 


have been more gratifying to the huſband, 


but unluckily, allowing the features of his 
countenance too great a diſplay on the oc- 
cafion,—his rib, who was not in the leaſt 
inclined in anywiſe to oblige him, inſtantly 
changed 
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changed her reſolution, and declared, with 
much ferveney, that ſhe would remain at 
the Lodge, on purpoſe to mortify him. 


% He that has the beſt wife; 
« She's the plague of his life.“ 


« Pon my honor!” quoted Southby, with 


ſome humour; he would have ſaid more, 
perbaps, but was prevented by the appear 


ance of Charlotte and Clariſſa, who ad- 


vanced arm in arm, and harmony and good 
humour ſeemed their! train bearers. The 


clouded brow of Sir Samuel Belford be 


ſtantly cleared up into its native cheerful- 
neſs, he met the ladies with that deport- 


ment of eaſe, which marks good breeding, 


and gives a grace to familiarity; he took 
dle armof each, and gaily turning them into 
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anetticr walk, ſeemed to engage them i in 


deep converſation, 
% No farther ſeek his merits to diſcloſe l“ 


cried Lord Southby, looking ſignificantly 


at his brother —Edmund felt more than 


the force of the invidious remark: all that 


his brother had previouſly ftated, came 
forcibly home .to his memory, accompa- 
nied by a train of wild ſurmiſes on the 


preſent conduct of the parties; his eye fol- 


| lowed them, and every ſtep they took gave 
him a freſh ſenſation of uneaſineſs. They 


returned, and the baronet preſenting the 
old ſoldier to Charlotte. — ce well knowing,” 


faid he, © that I have no occaſion to re- 


commend this aged cripple to your bro- 


ther, he having heard his ſtory,—permit 


me 
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me, dear madam, only to ſolicit your kind 
offices towards him,—for this, and for all 


favors beſtowed on myſelf, be always aſ- 
ſured of my gratitude, and accept my beſt 
thanks,” He then made ſome neceſſary 
enquiries of the object of his preſent con- 
cern, and bidding a haſty adieu to all pre- 


ſent, walked to the gate, where a poſt- | 


chaiſe was in waiting, for the purpoſe of a 


little excurſion previouſly planned, but 
which his ſudden determination now ren- 


dered nugatory, and without any prepara- 
tion for the journey, ordered the ; pak boy 
to drive on. 


Edmund relieved, by his abſence, from 


ſome of thoſe-aggravating thoughts which 
| had driven the fituation of the aged war- 


rior 
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rior from his conſideration, now felt his 
anxiety return,—he ordered a chair to be 
brought, and had him conveyed to the 
Lodge, accompanied by the ſtricteſt in- 
junctions, that every attention ſhould be 
paid to him, —Whilſt this was tranſacting, 
Lady Southby, not a little nettled at the ca- 
valier departure of the baronet, of whom 
ſhe had conceived a very high opinion, 
and would no doubt have condeſcended 
to have obliged him by the acceptance of 
a ſimilar ſam, to that ſhe had juſt won. — 
applied for neceſſary information to Cla- 
riſſa, and ſuddenly changed the mortifica- 
tion ſhe felt into contempt, when ſhe un- 
derſtood, that the ſole motive that bad 
induced Sir Samuel to the commiſſion of 
this piece of rudeness Was merely an in- 

| tended 


tended interference in the matter that ſo 
much hurt the feelings of the old man.— 
In this laſt ſymptom, ſhe was readily joined 


by her Lord, who conceived nothing ſo. 


mean and degrading to a man of rank, as 


the ſuffering his. feelings to get the better 
of his bodily comfort; and for other rea- 


ſons too, was very willing to detract from 


the real merits of the baronet whom he now 
honored with a number of opprobrious 


epithets, and ſwore that, for half a farthing, 
he would follow, and bring him to con- 
dign paniſhment for his inſolence. 


Lady Southby bighty n chis cpi 
rited concluſion, declaring the thing would 


be quite charming, —all the world would 
be full of it—a duel !—how delightful !— 


and 
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40 THE MISTAKE, 


and then to be concerned in it—now were 


I but a man !'——ſhe ſtopped, and fi- 


niſhed the obſervation by pulling out a piſ- 


tol, which, with a true Amazonian ſpirit ſhe 


wore in her girdle, and throwing herſclf - 
into a poſture of infinite grace, diſcharged 

its contents in the air had ſhe levelled the 
inſtrument directly at the head of Southby, 
he could not have been more ſtartled; it 


was a proof of raſhneſs, which he could 


very well have ſpared, and was ſomething 


like « proof too pf her affection and regard 


for his perſon, in which the depth of his 
ſagacity could not find any thing pleaſing 
—he took, therefore, his Lady by the hand, 

and repeating, 


— 


« He that has the beſt wiſe,” &c,— 
walked 


Inn MISTAKE 41 
walked homeward, in a humour, which if 
termed agreeable, would havedone but little 
juſtice to his own reaſoning on the ſubject. 


IIis brother having made over the care 
of his venerable viſitant to his ſervants, 


took the hand of Charlotte, and putting it 


under his arm, walked too homeward.—A 
filence for ſome time enſ aed—melancholy 
and dejection hung on the ſpirits of both; 
at laſt, turning ſuddenly— <« I beg pardon, 


Charlotte,” ſaid he, for this my extreme 


inattention, but J have been conſidering 
bow, or in what manner, I have given you 
offence.” 


c Offence my brother,” repeated ſhe, 


mildly, and in an accent of ſurpriſe. 
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„ THE MISTAKE, 
« Yes; offence, Charlotte, if I may agairy 
be allowed to make uſe of the expreſſion; 


and I cannot recolle& a fingle inſtance, 


even from the infantile period when our 


intimacy firſt commenced, down to the 


preſent moment, wherein my prineipal, 


my deareſt wiſh, tended not towards your 
happineſs and tranquillity—you cannot have | 
forgot, my ſiſter, in days long paſt, how, 
in theſe very walks, I have picked the 
choiceſt flowers to form you a noſegay, and 


| climed the moſt dan gerous bough to pro- 5 


cure the fruit tbat but ſeemed to pleaſe 


Four ſight; and ſuppoſe you that my 


anxiety to ſerve my ſiſter is leſſened by 


time ?—no, I could now encounter danger 


of a more ſerious nature, and preſerve the. 


Peace of Charlotte, tho" my own were the 
forfeit,— 


THE MISTAX®, TE 


forſblt4ajer 1 have loft your confidence, 


and wherefore you have not had the kind- 
neſs to inform me—you have not, my ſiſ- 


ter, put me on my guard againſt the ope- 


ration of that chain of miſery that ſur- 
rounds me, nor have you ex plained to me, 


why the declaration and the intention of ü 

thoſe that viſit us are at variance; but, on 
the contrary, ſeem to have united with. 
them, in ee on the JOY of 


— 


Charlotte, in an emotion which ſhe could 


not ſuppreſs, put the hand of Edmund to 
her lips, whilſt a tear dropt warm on it. 
“% You are not ſerious, Mr. Southby,” 


ſaid ſhe, faintly, * and yet your. looks and 
| words touch 3 heart, —ſmall i is the hap- 


pineſs 
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pineſs J have lately tafted; but what mifery 


am I not doomed to if I loſe your good opi- 
nion?—O Edmund,” added fhe, after a 


pauſe, © why do you recal to our memory 


thoſe days of innocence?—why do you 


dwell on thoſe unnumbered inſtances of 
your condeſcenfion, which ſeem but to 


reflect on my unworthineſs, and tell me 
how little I deſerved ſuch attention, till 
now I fondly thought that you entertained 
a juſt idea of my heart and its gratitude, 


and that no oral teſtimony was neceflary 
to teſtify my obligations,—even in theſe 


infantile days you have juſt mentioned, 
you cannot be ignorant how ſenſible I was 


of your | goodneſs—how proud I was of 


your partiality,— and when you fingled 
me out the moſt favored of our playmates, 


33 
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my ſtudy was to render in return every 
little ſervice in my power, —if I had an 


ambitious thought, it was that I might be- 


come mare worthy of your notice—and if 
1 endeavoured to excel our little aſſociates 


in any one particular, it was only becauſe 
the nn ſeemed Peaſing: to Ed. 
muud. 1 


\ 


1 
* Your words twine round my heart, 
| Charl otte,” cried her brother, interr upting 


her, yet I muſt not be moved, nor tatfer 


myſelf to be ſhaken from my preſent pur- 
poſe by ſuch tender touches on the recol- 
lection.—I have ſolicited an explanation 


of ſome recent occurrences, and I flattered 


myſelf that I had fill retained ſufficient 


influence to have obtained it, but I am 


mortified 


BY. TA on, 


— 1 


1 . — . 1 ' — * 
4 4 8 * A, 3 — k — rei * nmr ne PS on. 


46 . | THE MISTAKE,” 


mortiſied to find myfelf Alaris and 
would aſk, why my ſiſter evades ſo plain, ſo 
eaſy an explanation, by thus engaging my 
feelings to contend againſt the operation 
of my reaſon ?” | 


Charlotie,cagertodiſengagebisthought 
| from a ſubject, which ſome. previous en- 
gagements prevented her from diſeuſſing, 
forced a ſmile into her countenance, and 
demanded with apparent eaſe and good 
humour, what he thought of the abrupt 
departure of Sir Samuel Belford? 


1 of bimſelf, not of his departure, you 
mean,” cried he quickly; for you, Char- 
lotte, can beſt explain the ſuddenneſs of 
the movement; he honored you with ſome | 

previous 
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previous converſation; I do not wiſh to 
know what the tenor of this converſation 


was; he is perfect maſter of his own actions, 


and you are equally free to chuſe your 


| confidants,—fince now, it would ſeem, 1 


have no claim, no authority to combat 


your determinations,—but F 


ſenſe of my own independence left, my 


ſoul, overwhelmed as it is with excruciat- 


ing ſenſations, would ſtill tenaciouſly main- 


tain its primitive honor, and claim its 


right of knowing how far its proprietor 


has been implicated i in ſome late proceed 


ings—ſ; peak, then, Charlotte ; on the au- 
thority of a b1 other I charge you? —ſay, am 


I to impute the viſit of this mentioned 


gentleman to chance?—am T to conſtrue 


what I have lately obſerved paſs between 


you, 
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you, in any other ſenſe than that of com- 
mon civility in one word, have I been 
made the dupe of a previous plot, or de- 


ecirel ae i-th one 3 M ; 
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pea at whoſe heart 


air of ambiguity o'er her late conduct, was 


yet checked by her engagement, from re- 
turning that explicit anſwer that might 
at ohce have calmed the turbulence of the 


preſent moment, and: prevented, perhaps, 
all the moments of miſery that ſucceeded, 


forcing therefore a look of good humour, 
ſhe gen aſked in turn hat deviation 


from the openneſs of the baronet's general 
| conduct, 


bbed-1 to m= 
charge itfelf of ſecrets that had thrown an 
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conduct, had given riſe to ſuch an unkind. 
ſuſpicion. 


” The time was,” exclaimed Edmund, 
ſternly, and daſhing her hand from his 
graſp, ** when Charlotte would not have 
evaded the diſcuſſion of a plain queſtio 
by the mean ſubterfuge of ſubſtituti 


another; ;—the time too was, when to ani- 
madvert on your want of candour, would 


have been the moſt unprovoked rudeneſs; 


but that time is paſi—I am conſidered no 
longer worthy of confidence, and will N 


ſpare what my feelings would otherwiſe 
urge me to—one thing, however, let me 


tel] you, ſenſible as I am that all is not as 
it ſhould be, here,” and he pointed with a 
melancholy ſignificance to his forehcad, 
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« you, Charlotte, ought to have been the 
laſt to have played on the defect becauſe 
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the very miſ- 


« Fatal and havflyeonſtrution,” ſaid 
his ſiſter. He turned wound ; the adn 
or Ber voice difitmed him enger end 

love for an iniftint filled his eyes with ſoft- 
neſs ; he would bave ſnatched her to his 
boſom,” but was prevented by the 3 inter- 
rußtion of Lady Southby, 'w tho o had ap- 
proached cloſe to them unperceived ; ; aud 
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no-] indulged herſelf"; in an as immoderate 
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probably was, nothing could baue been 


leſs acceptable to the party ſo interrupted; 
nor any thing more unſuitable tu their pre- 
ſent thoughts, than the mirth of her lady- 
ſhip, which the indulged to-exceſs.z. the, 
eclairciſſement in love diſputes was, in her 
opinion, plain and fimple, . the delicate 
and imperceptible touches of the heart, 
unknown and nugatory, —lt is little to be 


wonttered at therefore, that, what her lady- | 
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32 "THE MISTAKE ; 
ſhip had overheard, met her ridicule, and 
contempt,” particularly as her imagination 
was at that moment impreſſæd with. ideas 
of high lie. The reſult of. a letter juſt 
received! from the metropolis, which con- 
tained a preſſing (invitation; to participate 
in the introduction, as it is termed, of a 


young lady of high rank, juſt entered into 
the road of matrimeny, and from the 


Welte del uam much was to be ex- 
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Here! Charlotte,“ . her Lady 


* ſhip, ſhewing the letter — Lady Gill 
"bury is to be at home on Sunday evening, 
and cannot do without me. There is game 
; ſtarted, 7 and the. goddeſs of Pharo will 
"IE pas: + When: 1 ſee you an 


* 
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town, my dear, you ſhall know the parti- 
eulars . ortunate no doubt they will be ſor 
Gillbury and myſelf; as Sir Timothy 
dwears may be matched againſt & er a 
brace in the kingdom; and wich ſome rea- 


ſon, ſor we have had ſome little kind of 
experience, and have: ſworn to ſtand or 
fall together; a mutual ſympathy. origi- 


4 5 fortune; 


counteſs of eee us in te 
ſand a peice.—Egad, it was like to have 
been a dear frolic to us both, for Southby 
was brite enough ta be offended with it; 


and Lady Gillbury's huſband, who is an 
animal of a ſtill. worſe deſcriptiog, took the 
thing in ſuch dudgeon, forſooth, that. a ſe- 
WONG was talked of. Friends. however 


9 interfered, 8 
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intertered, —and : a  Yorkfhir ire heireſs fortu- 


| 33 > as 
mately « coming 10 town, the ſuperflaity of 
14 $khi F * 3 nfl 


her Gris kt matters to rights a gain.“ 


Ast 1. Ben 200991 


Yo 


* =. 141 1 224 50d ** 


"Tal dg, dent na As 
Qill farther on fo favourite a topic, bad not 
the groom, whom {he had ordered t to an 
her, made his appearance, equipt far the 
journey; and with whom, without any 


_ farther ceremony, ſhe ſat out to an inn, 
at no grrat diſtance, where a poſt chaiſe 
was eaſily procured. 
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ME" 


Lord Southby, who had feen the letter 
delivered, that had occaſioned this abrupt 
departure; but was too much verſed in 
domeſtic regularity! to make any inquiry 


concerning its ee received the firſt 


184411 


nn 1 intimation 


br 
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N . of, his lined er 1 his 


4 1190. 


4160 


bow Td be x was s above the Little, 0 0ccur- 
rences that make lowbred people unhappy. 


_—And quoting, no doubt with an alluſion 


to the ſadneſs of Edmund' 8 countenance,. 
a5 s well: as s his own ole; 18 


GH SA N90 

4 Then they for fudden Joy did 2 | 

5 2 a, (FEAT? } 0 q 
% And for wFrou! ſung, FFF 
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ment deliderately to dreſs for dinner. 4 18 
5 0013 11163 28 ve 
Poor Edmund retired alſo to his cham- 


ber, amidſt tho variety of diſugrerable e- 


flections, that, agitated], his boſom, cheſe, 
naturally ariſing; from the charge brought 


againſt the honor of his friend Fairfax were 
not thee leaſt excruciating ; they: unwil⸗ 


108g! D 4 lingly 
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lingly kindled in his boſom, fome doubts 


200TH: þ 


bighly unpleaſant ; and ſome circum- 
ſtances} glanced on bis memory, which 


rendered, farther explanation tr 


neceflaryg;-exobtfing: himſelf;, therefore, 
from appearing at dinner, on a, Well 


for the: old man, and again heard his flory 
recapitulated with unvariable conſiſtency; 


and baving nothing to offer in extenu- 


ation of his friend's conduct, till both 
fides of the queſtion underwent an equal 
diſcuſſion, be determined to accompany 


the firanger to bead quarters, and ac- 


cordingly gave the neceſſary orders for 
ſetting out early i in the morning mean- 


ſoldier, 


me hints that had fallen from the old 
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1 An 
ſoldier, rlativ to his family, 8 excited 

6194 et Nt Dal! Te. DO {7% 
his enrioſity ity. | "got: 


A 


1 Non bave aud, Mr. «Thompſon; 
Agde be; “ that fi eben | 
with my nurſe, you have had many oppor- 
tunities of learning particulars reſpecting 
Lord Wellford; and have emphatically 
noticed, that ſome of thoſe ee 
were rather ee vr DaJalug:.; Oy 


is 011. 


41888 1 1 may 224, 4 ek 

thing,” replied the old man, *thq' indeed 
it is but a few hours ago, chat I have learnt 
What I had to relate on this ſubjed, could 
be of any kind of conſequence,” TI 


wy 1 5 | * 
16 3f) 11 91432 LJ). (1647: 
« And has it only become im 


tance ſo lately,” nnd” Tanzen 
D 5 a e 


as rr 
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begzerly ne fol Holt 

sattel bluifely cho to 5 hs viſta. 
oT vi aH ont = vddudt 1 
n emem 17. Abd G at: LW ge 
the time that Yate Charlotte Was adopted, 
as it were by the 800d kady your mother, 


* 


218 y filter told me if confiden ence, that ber 


100 form clly beliched the child to o be be ber 
Jord's; —a belief which T nos undeérftand 

The maintained: to the laff; tho), fork privite 
reaſons, the preſerved it a profound ſecret, 


; N fi fi ſter had charge of the infant, and 
by this means, was intimately argue 
"with her lady” 5 belief and intentions. And 


"pad herſelf 1 no reaſon to doubt that little 
Charlotte was the daughter of Lord Well- 
lord, notwithflanding common report ſaid 
otberwiſe; tall one Þ BOrAINgs as ſhe ſtood 


00 


On 


Wh the deen a 


50 


on the * Sh town 3 wich 


the child.jn ber, arms, a man and woman, 
of ſhabby appearance, paſſed by.— The 


yaman, es with the-girl's face, turned 


backs, and. in. e exclaimed, .* la ! 
Johay.jf here | an ut Sal! 0 y-—and as fine, a as a 
ducheſz * Th 1109 95 4 
the man - Nay, 1 will be, certain how- 
ſomever, fa faid the woman, and coming 
D aſked if the child had not the 
mark of a payberry under her left b breaſt. ? 
—My ſiſter badoften obſerved this mark, 


and had ſearcely anſwered | in the affirmg- 


tive, when the woman eavght the, infant 


in her arms, And here, as L live, cri 
ſhe, is the mark of the key, a 65 


| damn burnt ber neck 1— 


0. teas 


; 4 f 
af an ni a ne He ; 10 


D 6 Come 
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come along fool 5 again el the 
10 e we may both come to be hanged, 
through your madneſs.— 


. ob: 1111 5 | 55 9 
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315.0 TO thisr moment nt the ſtreet door opened, 


and the 1 man violently pulling the woman 
1 710 75 1 


 Avay—they | run round the corner of the 


19 [11 


test, and v, were 70 DIY heard. of. 
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+ 4544 ks 
6 46 "IB 
2 ö 


ee The Earl 1 your father had ron in ache 
* breakfaſt” parlour during this tranſaction, 
the window of which being open, he had 
ſeen and overheard what paſſed, ;—he im- 
meiste) ordered the nurſe beſore him 


and having examined her, turned round 


| 1 Dr. Jennings, Who was then in the a- 
pariment, and aſked him, what he thought 
of the incident, —The doctor replied, that 


{1 (Be : 
he 


7 


AF 
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7 


i hes thought” it very probable chat the Wo- ; 
Wn bad 3 truth. ; 


_— * 7 J * a 4 a 7 - 
of , 24 2 'F be. 1% p » 4 , : 12 ” 
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* So do I, ſaid his Lordſhip, with an 


oath; and woutt willingly e examine far- 


1122 


ther 1 into the thatter; but a as 1 have encou- 


1 — 15 W 


raged Lady Weltford ; in the notion of the 


brat's being mine, and by this means have 
afforded ſo fine an opportunity for a proof 


ol her felt. command and benevolence, 1 
can neither with propriety mortiſy | ber with 


b plain truth, nor hurt x my. own conſe- 


a3» 


quence, by owning the encouragement | of 
ſuch' a deception —Here, nurſe,” conti- 
nued his Lordſhip, © is a purſe for you, in 
return, you muſt ſwear, neyer to mention 
what has juſt happened, either to your 
Lady or 7 perſon in the family, — und 


Jennings, 


— — — 


— 


n - 
-_ ” 


— 
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Jennings, do thou adminiſter the: oa! 
My ſiſter heſitated; but his Lordſhip was 
peremptory, and ſhe complied—in the ſa- 
mily ſhe in conſequence; kept the, ſecret 
inviolable, hut as her oath, abrough. inad- 
vertency, bad confined her merely to the 
faroily, I was ſoon; aſter made acquainted 
with the whole; not, indesd, as a matter 
y wiſe intereſting, but merely a topic of 
converſation, che effect of which went no 
farther : nor would I have conſidered it of 


No 


ſufficient import to have mentioned it naw, 


had not ſome circumſtances I have heard 
related in the family, ſince my being in it, 


convinced me how highly neceſſary this 


diſcovery. was to your honor's peace, and 


tþ tyre telicity 35 


Edmund, 
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Edmund, who had liſtened with incon- 
ceivable anxiety to this relation; which, 
from its ſimplicity, ſeemed: ſtampted with 
validity, now felt the blood ruſh into bis 
fave, on an aſſertion! which convinced him 
that his unfortunate paſſion, had/become 
the theme of converſation amongſt his own 
ſervants. The boiſterous and unprefaced 
entry of his brother diverted, however, thę 
current of his agitation, and left him in the 
end to a contemplation of a ſtill mot 
gloomy complexion. Modu 


700 D641 


ö ; } 
» 
# $ - - 
* 


f 14. ; LY 


OG IE a. * n * 
* a l — - ——— 


wn 


age EEE 
2 — — * — — 


ad. e i 
64 THE MISTAKE. 
5 540 Ws: | 
1 1 3 11 W 
4 1 
th 
: TY. 4 1 4 ; 
GHG VT 1H : _ 4) - hun 
þ- , 113 a . 13 FI 
f 4 fo ot 
: . d 
10 | cn 3X, 
14 3 j ; 
1171111 
a . 8 ; 
11930} wary 4 4 # "1 7 Ty f 
8. Joy! TI 1 1 6 (5: 14 


wan ee nal pl? 
27010 111 1. 181. . 
ductive 0 Fi Extraordinary Events, 221 


' : 7 
901 10 111 . FT f 3 T) 4 73 <7 1 


211 
— 


* * p 
Int 8! +11} 94 —— 5 \ 
/ g f * We F; 7 . 44 þ , 
| 


- 7 1 
bak 


"Yy 
* 


Val 


Lads having excuſed bimfar on 
accountof indiſpoſition, Lord Southby pre- | 


 fided, at dinner, and in the true ſpiritof hoc 


pitality, bad done ample juſtice to the 
charge. —Theladies, contrary tohis entrea- 
ty, had! retired immediately on the removal 
of the cloth, leavingt the Parſon of the pariſh, 
and a neighbouring Juſtice of the Peace, 
Who! bad accidentally dropt i in, as they them- 
ſelves expreſſed. it, to that fate, which the 
exhilarated 
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exhilarated beginning of his Lordſhip 
ſeemed to threaten them.—His Worſhip, 
than whom nofie loved bottle better, or 
entertained a ſtronger idea of ſelf-ſupert- 


AQ 2 98 


ority in bacchanalian prowefs, fell e early 


GI 4 
1 ** 
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in the evening a victim not, indeed, td any 
inferiority to his opponents, but to the fi- 
neſſe of his Lordſhip' 8 fervant, who, ef 


E 
70 1191 II 1 15 F; 


Gignal from his maſter, contrived: to i 
pregnate þ his Champaign with. brandy,— — 
The divine, would probably have Mmared 
the ame fate, had he not been conſidered 
by Southby, as a d- d facetious rascal, 
and therefore left to what is termed fair 
play, and in truth, he maintained the com- 
bat with aſtoniſhing ſpirit and perſever- 
ance, nor did he give it in till his ocular 
ſenſe became fo much impaired, that he 


could 
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could not;diſtinguiſh between the neal. 
glaſs, he drank; ont of, and that of the 
multitude of rte danced e 
bim, nA Hd owed 9179} matt! 
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Southby, now left to Mabel, fillied: 
forth-in a ſtate of elevated ſpirits, in which 
the oommon rules of reaſoning were fal- 
lowed up. A ſtair, ſeemed a piece of me 
chanizm, totally unneceffary in n deſcent 


regulated by the true principles of gravia- 


tion, and in order to reduce ſueh a whims: 


fical theory to practice, one ſtep: conveyed: 


him to che bottom, —this ſep might, how 


ever, wich juſtice, have been deemed à 


Jalse one, for al tho“ the experiment was 
certainly attended with a degree of velocity 


on to the utmoſt ee of expedi- 


wot, tio us 


6 
tions trivelling, yet; as the trifling com- 
fort of aas was excluded from being a 
companion-0n'the-j journey, it might in ang 
Hibernian ſtyle have been denominated, @ 
ſep too long, not to fall sort of giving 
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ſatisfuction— but however this was, His 


Lordſhip far from being ſatisfied with the 
ſimple experiment of a flight of Reps; from 


the bottom continued his career, and en- 


tered an apartment, ſituate at the extre- 
mity of the landing place, not, indeed, 5 


with that deliberate caution and previous ; 


ſignal, - which: conſtantly marks good 
breeding and politeneſs, but forcibly, re- 
trogradely, and with an impetuęſity 
ſcarcely, credible.— The ſpacious apart - 
ment thus rudely violated, had long been 
ſacred to the conviviality of the upper ort 
der 
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der of lomeſties, and was at this moment 
crouded with as joybus am aſſemblage, as 
ever did honor to the ſtewurd's room, ot 


to the cellar of a great family. The pre- 
copts, and the example of Lady Well ford, 
had, on ſormer occaſions; ſeaſoned their 
mirth with a degree of decorum, and in- 
ſuſed a portion of good will amongſt them, 
chat made happy the preſent moment; and 
furniſhed the moment of reflection with a 
zeſt of ſuatisſaction, but theſe happy in- 
centives had now become f ubverted, the 


diſpoſitions of ſome of the ſervants had re. 


turned to their native bias, and the perni- 
cious ſuggeſtions of the valet of Lord 


Southby, bad ſpread an unſavourable in- 


en over the whole. 
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This 
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This hero rather the chief agent of his 
Lord's errors, than the ſervile imitator-of 
his follies, experienced a double ſatisfae- 
tion in thus ſapping the morals Of thé fu- 
mily, namely, the freg:1exerciſe of his on 
gallantry, and the obtainment of ſach! fe! 
crets, which, on repetition, highly gratiſed 
the ear of bis maſier; it was owing to his 
induſtry in this laſt» reſpect, that Lord 
Southby became acquainted with thoſe 
particulars which, however true or ſalſe, 
had an equal effect on his credibility, as 
appeared by his recital of them to his 
brothers Ry IE 8 
D 0 191 e 
Lark ius had a . bd of extract 
iug intelligence of this deſcription; and 
this was merely a hypocritical indifference 
in 
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in regard to its object —OQn this hoy; the 


converſation that circulated in the aua 5 
room, furniſhed a ſpecimen, 
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« „There are no doubt oecurrences in | 


all families,” obſerved he, with an air of 
careleſſneſs, that if communicated, would 
afford fome entertainment—but, for my 
part, I have no eurioſity, what the deuce! 


| have ſervants to do with the follies of their 


5 


ſuperiors Hand yet, 


1 


5 cc Aye, : 2s you juſtly obſerve, my dear 
ſir,” interrupted the butler, with a look of 
profound ſagacity, «© what, LA as ſuch 


thong to us? — and yet, as you were learn - 
edly going to add, one cannot help | 


you underſtand n me * , 


16 117. enn vo ain 


1 perfect y,. 


he 
I's 


* 
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ulte Perfectly, 1 my dear fellow,” cried Lar- 
Kits,” mutting e one eye, and drinking off 
his wine, to give complete force to his 
meaning; “no doubt, even in this ſeeluded 
particle of ihe globe—gendlemen a are ge- 
demen," — 8 


— 


n 
$ % * 
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0 And, dan Jadies are fakes, too,” 
added the butler, ſhutting bis eye in imi= 
tation of the valet, tho” infinitely ſhort of 
his expreſſion, © and were I inclined to 


blab—but my ſervice to you, Mr. Larkins 


| —nothing ſhall force ſecrets from this im 


6 


pinetrable boom,” 


o 
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. Ah! ** ; "exchimed : the | houlckoeper, 


« true it i is, the world! is come to a mon- 


ſteragueous pitch now a days—there, now, 


1 


for 
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for inſtant example, is our maſter—ſure I 


am, a better conditioned child never ex- 


iſted, - when be was a child, —but there is 
now no truſting to appearances, I would 
not, as the laſt ſpeaker juſtly obſerves, ſpeak 
in diſqualification of my ſuperiors, —but 


God forgive me, if I do not believe all 18 


as it ſhould not. be, between maſter and 


Miſs Charlotte, —tho', heaven look down 


on us! ſhe is now his own. concenterated 
ſiſter,” 


& With all deference to your opinion, 
madam,” ſaid the butler, © which I always 
did, now do, and ever will hold in the 
higheſt veneration,” ——Peneration, in- 
decd,” repeated the houſekeeper, colour- 
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ing, —I deſpiſe the antiquidated term, and 
will have F ya to > know,” 8 | | 


F T7 


. Fo 


1 
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car madam,” cried Larkins,” my 


worthy and much reſpedted cotem porary, 


has imply committed a mis-nomer; by ve- 


neration, he means not a stale compli- | 


ment, o but r _— every 


3 


The 


bouſekeeper reſumed the native alone 


of her complexion, and ſmiled a ghastly 


n which again opened the talkative 


vein of the butler, 


PI 


0 My worthy friend beute ſaid he, 
« has juſtly explained my meaning,— 


what I intended to have ſtated, was merely. 


VOL, 


. 


E 


A reſpectſul, cho total diſſent from the 


lady's 
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lady's obſervation; —for my part, I am 


mute,—but if our young Lady has any 


o \ " B50 
peculiar attachment, there is more gentle- 


men than maſter, —what do you think, 
Mr.  Larkins ?—Sir Samuel-—ſwore— 


chamber—hour—door locked—overheard 


pon my reputation!” This was de- 
livered to the valet in a half whiſper. 


e It is not polite to whiſper before com- 
pany,” obſerved the ſervant of Edmund; 


« if, however, what you inſinuate is true, 


J am ſorry for it, —for maſter is fond of 


nobody but Miſs Charlotte, tho he takes 
ſo much pam? to conceal it—a ſhort time 
ago, L accidentally told him, that Miſs 
Southby ſaid he looked charming with his 
hair. untied, and negligent, and do you 


know, 


kno 
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know, that he bas never fines permitted 


me to make i it commonly decent.“ 


e And as to matter of that,” cried the 


| hand-maiden of the lady, © people may 


ſay as they pleaſe, but I know—let maſter 


love as much as he pleaſes, there is none 


of the article loſt—we ſervants muſt be ſi· 
lent, as has already been granted. —elſe 
might I without vanity ſay, as how, I 
knows what I knows of the matter I am 
ſure my Lady has played no earthly tune 
for this week paſt but that melancholy air 


about the poor ſoldier's death—becauſe I 
fooliſhly told her Mr. Edmund was fond 


on it, — to be ſure I could do nothing elſe 
—for. one day as ſhe was a playing, he 
came into the next room, and ſtood liſten- 


E 2 ing 
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ing—1 believe he did not perceive | was 
there, for he wiped his eyes ſeveral times, 


as if there had been tears in them, and ſaid 


in a low voice, O my Charlotte! how 
well accords that drain of melody with the 
ſadneſs of my boſom.” 


* 


f 


we « Fooliſh fellow! * exclaimed ad 


with contempt, e but this comes from a 


ruſtie education; F I wonder how many tears 


my Lord would have ſhed on ſuch an o- 


caſion 


c By; or how many fell from the eyes 


60 the baronet, after the locking of the 


chamber door, cried the butler, with a 
portion of archneſs, which produced a 


laugh, 


© There 


we wt 5  Tw* 2 
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There the thing was vis versa, on my 
reputation,” added the valet, © as it ought 


to be.“ The ladies bluſhed, or at leaſt 


wiſhed to bluſh—and Larkins taking up 
bis glaſs, drank confuſion to the puſillani- 
mous.— This was echoed by a gencral 


voice of approbation, with the ſingle dif- 
ſent of the ſervant of Edmund, who de- 


clared, that if the ſentiment meant the 
wo difreſpe&t to his . he would not 


«© Not drink it!” uttered the valet, 


with a mixture of contempt and ſurpriſe, - - 
ce js it poſſible, that I, who have lived in 


the firſt rate families who have paſt many 


a Joy ous evening midſt the conviviality.of : 


the NOW gentlemen of my profeſſion, 
E 3 and 
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and who am at this moment major domo 


and private ſecretary to a blood of the 
firſt rank and diſtinction, ſhould be 
thwarted by an ignorant plebeian, but one 
degree removed from the plough?” 


Of myſelf you may ſay what you 


pleaſe,” replied his opponent, no wiſe 


daunted by the words or ferocious aſpect 


of this great wan, © but beware of the 
ſlighteſt cenſure on my maſter,” 


Beware!“ repeated Larkins, ſtarting 


up, and graſping a neighbouring decanter ; 
„ infolent caitiff, do'ft threaten me? 
« Conditionally, I do,” anſwered the other, 
* I again repeat, that you may take what 
liberties you pleaſe with me; but of my 


maſter 


El 
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maſter take care,—ſpeak but one word 
more againſt his honor, and though I can- 
not, perhaps, make yon diſgorge what you 
have juſt drank, d—n me, if I force not 
the glaſs down the fame channel.“ 
This was ſpoke with an honeſt kind of 
ſpirit that gave it force, —Larkins let go 
the decanter, and ſat down, declaring that 
though no threat could ever intimidate him 
from his freedom of ſpeech—he had no 
| heſitation in declaring, that no kind of 
perſonality was by him meant, when he 
gave the above ſentiment, 


E. 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP, xx. 
Family Circumepection exemplified. 


Ir «a was, at this moment, when the ſpirits 
of the company had taken alarm, that 
Lord Southby, as has been previouſiy no- 
ticed, entered the apartment, prefaced by 
a noiſe, equally boiſterous and unaccount- 
able. The butler, who was about to make 
ſome pertinent obſervations on the preced- 
ing occurrence, quitted his diſcourſe and 
his ſeat in the ſame inſtant, 'the danger 
approached directly in his rear, it was giv- 
ing yh enemy an unfair advantage—this 
hero, 


ber. 


not 
the 


in! 
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hero, therefore, impelled. by the- danger, 
not only quitted his ſeat, but the floor alſo, 
the doctrine of impoſſibilities ſeemed to 
give way—he would have yaulted over the 
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7 table, but the ponderosity of his body ſay- 
ing nay, he deſcended on its ſurface, ac- 
companied with the trifling' diſadvantage 
of having loft that equilibrium: neceſſary 5 
rits to have maintained a poſition ſo critical, x 
hat the conſequence of which was, that the 
o- table, himſelf, with all the ſurrounding 
by apparatus, took che ſame direction; and, 
at- without any previous intimation, carried 
ke | with them all who unluckily oppoſed their 
d- progreſs; in the general wreck, the can- 
1d dles were extinguiſhed, and his Lordſhip 
er reeled into this ſcene of confuſion, guided 
4 by no other light than thoſe vivid ſtreams 
is 
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vith ſubſtances equally impenetrable; 


ance rather too philoſophically turned to 


been ſtill farther diſagreeable, bad not 


— 
— — 


' fringement in the economy of dreſs, was 
not altogether prepared for the reception 
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of that clement, that flaſhed from his own of ſc 
eyes, by the forcible contact of his head 


which, in his progreſs, he unavoidably en- 
countered.— This, however, being a guid- 


be uſeful, the conſequeuce might have 


chanee directed his courſe towards the fal- I ce 
len bouſckeeper, over whom he tumbled a 
without receiving the ſmalleſt injury, but W t! 
to the manifeſt alarm of the lady, who v 


having, by the unguarded agility of the 


Lutler, been pinned down by the edge of 
the table, and that quarter over which he 


fell, having in conſequence ſuffered an in- 


of 
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o/ of fo rude a viſitant,—oor was the other 
| head members in this feene of confuſion altoge- 
ther free from ſimilar miſ-haps and; dame 
ſcandal even infinuated, that fome. familia N 
rities enſued, which rigid decorum has 
ſtruck off the liſt of her attendants,—of 
this laſt, no authentic records have been 
found: all therefore that can be ſaid, with 
certainty, is, that when the lower order of 
domeſtics arrived with lights, and ſaw 
but WF things as they were, they bleſt themſelves 


ho with laughable 3 5 

he 

of Now, although this ſudden movement of 
he Lord Southby, did not entirely diſpel the 
2 ſtupifying fumes of inebriation that had. 
18 o'erclouded his underſtanding, he retired 


with his truſty ſervant in a humour aptly 
* 6 fitted 
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fitted for. receiving that intelligence his 
fervant's ingenuity had collected, and 
which his manner of relating rendered 
highly intereſting—in ſhort, his Lordſhip, 
who ſeldom viewed a ſubject on that ſide 
which combated his own ideas, was now 
convinced that his brother was either a 
hypocrite or a fool,— and that Charlotte, 
by her open familiarity with the baronet, 
was a lady, whoſe virtue would make but 


a feeble ſtaud againſt cunning or perſe- 
verance— far from conceiving diſguſt at 
this conviction, the groſſneſs of his paſ- 
ſions only became inflamed, and deter- 
mined him to come to an immediate ex- 
planation with the lady; —the abſence of 
Lady Southby favored this attempt, and 
the lateneſs of the hour, or the extreme 


rudeneſs 
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rudeneſs of the intention itſelf, were trifles 


beneath the notice of a man of gallantry. 
Having in vain ſearched for the object 
of his paſſion in her own apartments, he 
ſagaciouſly concluded that ſhe muſt be ſe- 
ereted in thoſe of his brother, to which 


he ſtaggered without any previous cere- 


Py 


#1 fear my wing has loft its uſual at- 
traction, my Lord,” cried Edmund, with 
a half good humoured, balf ſerious air, 
*« or ſomething unuſual has happened, to 


occaſion this haſty, and rather unſeaſona- 


ple viſit,” 


** As to your wine, it is good, pon my 
honor l“ replied Southby, * to give the 
d<1 
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d—] his duc—it has done me ſome miſ- 

chief, it's true; but, it is a chriſtian virtue 
to ſpeak well of one's enemy :—and as to 
my buſineſs, that I am afraid is naught, 
ſince your company is not what I ex- 


pected, —but— 


„ In Iſlington a dog was found, 


« As many dogs there be.“ 


Till this moment Edmund and old 
Thompſon had continued in deep conver- 
ſation.—“ My company is at leaſt vene- 
cable, you'll allow, brother,“ ſaid Edmund, 
ce if not entirely ſuited to your preſent 
i.” -- 


I deteſt every thing that ſmacks of 
antiquity,” cried the ſenior, © and by your 


leave, 
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leave, the ſooner we diſpatch this muti- 
lated block of the old ſchool the better— _. 


come, my old lad, move off—and if you 


find your way down ſtairs but half as nim- 


| bly with one leg, as I did juſt now with 


two, you will loſe little time on the j jour- 


'ney—as to light, you will want none, as J 


have found out a mode of travelling, in 


which the operation of the eyes are to- 
tally uſeleſs,” 


Edmund accompanied his old friend to 


the door, and kindly promiſed him his in- 
tereſt and protection, 


ce My wine has elevated you,” ſaid he, 
as he returned, 
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66 Depreſſed me, on my ſoul, ex- 
claimed his e — 


« The verieſt wretch that feeds on common charity 
« Is happier far than I am, 


added he, in the true rant of the buſkin, 


and I ſincerely wiſh this gloomy man- 


hon, and all that it contains, at the d—], 
for making ſuch an impreſſion on my 


ſpirits,” 


* As you pt yourielf in the general 
ruin,” obſerved his brother, ſmiling,“ I 


cannot accuſe you of partiallity, but pray 


what may have occaſioned this ſudden diſ- 
ſatisfaction ?” 


&« A woman ! ” 


gre 
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„A woman!” uttered his lordſhip, 
with an emphaſis; © and as capricious a 
dame, as ever occaſioned a ten year's war, 


or the burning of a city. ou may ftare— 
but 'tis true O! by all that is ſacred, Iam 


moſt d—nably in love“ “ With Lady 
Southby I preſume,” ſaid Edmund. — 
e No,” —uttered the other, lengthening 


out the adverb, with a tone of contempt, 


" May I then 155 the vr object ** 


fig Edmund, 


«© Charlotte,” exclaimed his lordſhip, 
with a ſuitable cadence—** why—what 
the plague do you ſtart and look ſo pale at? 
—1s it anywiſe ſurpriſing that I, who am 


moulded out of love's tendereſt particles, 


as 


—— 
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as it were, ſhould take a fancy to a pretty 


girl, for whom you yourſelf have ©X- - 


preſſed ſo warm an attachment? 


« Did you ſay Charlotte ?”—demanded 


Edmund, with all thoſe ſymptoms of 


_ aſtoniſhment noticed by his brother. 


«'To be ſure I did,” —repliedtheſenior, 


* could you imagine me ſuch a booby, as 


to adore any other luminary, while ſuch 


a ſun ſhone in its meridian ſplendour ?— 
Charlotte—yes—ſhe is the preſent dear 


d- n'd object of my warmeſt attachment; 


my viſit here was entirely on her account, 
—and as candour is my motto, —I will 
make you a fair and candid propoſal.— 
Firſt, then, the bore of her relationſhip 

. with 
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tty with us, muſt be done up tis too palpa- - 4 
- CH ble—too groſs—and we will have none 
; | 4 
on't ; love muſt form the baſis of our affi- 

nity.— Tou have already tried this plan, i 


n —— 3 
_ 


ed and with all your ſophiſtical cant I believe 
of are tired of it,—throw, therefore, your 
weight into the ſcale of my pretenſions, 


3 


and I warrant we make the ſuperficial pon- 


4 * — 
— Amps 
= — 
_— 2 


Yr, deroſity, of this ſame phyſiognomonical 


as | baronet kick the beam” * nay, if you ' 
ch will not aſſiſt me in ſo laudable a ſcheme— N 
— ſtand but neuter in the buſineſs, —to- i 
ar morrow I will convey her to town—and ', 
te abide by the conſequences ; in return, I 
1t, pledge myſelf to ſend you down one of J 
ill the fineſt girls in Mary-le-bone ;—and 10 
"I d—n me ſhall tack one hundred a year 

ip | 10 | to 
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to the incumbranee, whilſt i in your pol 
ſeſſion. | 


His lordſhip conceived this to be fo 
generous an offer, that he waited with a 
kind of prophetic certainty of his brother's 
concurrence and thanks: but the ſilence 
of Edmund proceeded from a ſenſation, 
in which gratitude had no kind of ſhare. 


« Am! awake,” FEY er he at laſt, — 
ce or has ſome fiend aſſumed the ſemblance 


of a brother, to tempt my honor, and 


ruin my future peace?“ Yes, Iam 
awake, my feelings are at this moment 
too excruciating, to be deceived in this; 
and every former obſervation, but too 
ſtrongly concur to convince me that you 


5 arc 


of- 


_ 
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are my brother,” —** « Brother, O! South- 
by, that name 1 from my memory 
this inſult, and makes me impute the 
whole to the effect of that inebriation chat 
has over clouded your reaſon,” 


e Never more miſtaken in your life— — 
pon my honor,” replied his brother, — 
yawning—* I am downright ſerious, —out 
of pure reſpect and affection, I ſolicited 
your mediation, — but ſince you ſtand on 
your punctillo's why here ſtand I,— 


y 


ſtill firm to my purpoſe, — and will ſtand or 
fall by its iſſue:“ ſo ſaying, he ſtaggered 
out of the room, and was, by his truſty 
ſervant, conveyed to bed; where, in the 
moſt pleaſing reverie on the ſucceſs of his 
intentions, he fell aſleep.— Ws 


Poor 
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PA 


Poor Edmund threw himſelfinto a chair 
— tormented by a multiplicity of vexatious c 
apprehenſions.— The intoxication of his 
brother, though it palliated the rudeneſs n 


of his behaviour, did not do away the Ic 
dread that his determination had been tc 
formed in a ſtate of ſobriety ; and the Cl 
knowledge derived from the communica- fe 
tions of old Thompſon, —now only ſerved ca 
to place the ſituation of Charlotte, in a or 
ſtill more dangerous point of view ;—as pr 


a ſiſter, he had an indiſputable right to ag 

tender his protection ; and ſtanding in 

this affinity, his brother, notwithſtanding 

the well known impetuoſity of his temper, 

muſt have met with an inſurmountable 

 check—as a ſiſter, be had an implicit right 
to guard her againſt the machinations of 

Sir 


Pe 
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Sir Samuel Belford, and could likewiſe 
demand a ſatisfactory explanation of thoſe 
circumſtances. ' that threw a ſhade of 
myſtery over Charlotte's conduct but 
loſing this right, by the certainty of a 
total want. of relationſhip; he could now 


claim no greater authority for his inter- 


ference, than love ;,—a plea too inſignifi- 


cant in the opinion either of the baronet, 
or his brother; and a plea too which the 
preſent ſit tation of things warned him 
againſt putting in himſelf any kind of con- 


fidence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


An elopement unfashionahle, because 
- PRUDENT, 


* + 4 


II the midſt of fuch difagreeable reflec- 
tions, he inſenſibly dropt into aflumber,— 


lar tendency, his dreams, in conſequence, 
preſented to his imagination the moſt 
frightful images, and deprived his facul- 
ties of that reſt ſo much wanted to re-in- 
ſlate compoſure,—ſoon again awaking— 
he heard his name called. The candle had 


burnt 


ſtill, however, haunted by ideas of a ſimi- 


fe 
ad 
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burnt down into the Webel, oY diffuſed 
only a glimmering light, which the rays 
of the moon interſected ;—a whole length 
picture of his mother, hung on the wall 
before him, and in the attitude of liſtening, 
he fixed his eyes on it—again a repetition. 


of his name broke through the ſilence 


around him.— The portrait itſelf ſeemed 


to move, and every feature acquired ani: 


mation, —little as he was inclined to ſuper- 
ſtition, the preſent heavineſs of his ſpirits 


gave a kind of credibility to this apparent 


miracle, and overcame him with a ſudden 
tremour, 


« I am ſurely the ſlave of my own 
fears,” —ſaid he, collecting himſelf, and 
adyancing towards the picture, “ and _ 


VOL, II. F theſe 


1 
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theſe are but the chimerical phantoms of 

a brain diſordered by unhappineſs, and ſet 
deprived of that ' vigour that alone can ¶ pr 
give reaſon the neceſſary force to inveſtigate 
appearances,” 


| This obſervation he found juſt—the ob- 
ject that had thus alarmed him, was occa- ill | 
ſioned ſolely by the playing of the ſhades Il tl 
of light on the canyas; and the yoice, that et 
of the waiting-maid of Charlotte, who t 
now again earneſtly begged to ſpeak with WW I 
him. 


al unuſual. anxiety was viſible in her b 

countenance, and the eagerneſs with which 

ſhe enquired after her miſtreſs, prefaced 

what was to follow. 1 
| « She 


ms of 
, and 
> can 
1gate 


e ob- 
cca- 
ades 
that 
who 
with 


her 
hich 
ced 


She 
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„ She is loſt!” added ſhe, © we have 
ſearched the whole houſe, to no manner of 


purpoſe,” 


< Then I am loſt too!” faintly uttered 
Edmund, finking into a chair. 


| « The ſtrange Lady is gone too,” ſaid 


the girl,“ not a corner of the houſe has 
eſcaped our ſearch !—but here is a letter, 
tis addreſſed to your honor—it lay on my 
Lady's dreſſing-table,” 


Edmund ſnatched this letter, and trem- 
bled as he opened and read it. 


e However ungrateful the ſtep I am 


about to take will appear, in the firſt in- 


f 
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ftance, I am too well convinced of my 


deareſt brother's candour and good ſenſe, 


to entertain a doubt, that on a minute in- 
veſtigation, he will not only forgive, but 
even approve my conduct, in withdrawing 


myſelf from a ſociety, in which I have 


only diſtributed pain and uneaſineſs: in 
taking this ſtep, I am alſo convinced that 


I only anticipate the wiſh of that brother, 


and fave him the mortification he muſt 

have ſuffered, when under the neceſſity of 

communicating the ſad command of our 
ſeparation. 


Let nota thought of what I ſuffer, on 
this occaſion, add to the poignancy of your 
own grief, — the houſe of a mutual friend 


receives mend under this protection, I 
. will 


Cul 


will endetyour to oh the S tranquillity of 
paſt moments, and reconcile myſelf to a 


_ deftiny, which heaven has pointed out for 


the, at preſent, wretched _ 
CHARLOTTE,” 


«© The houſe of a mutual friend receives 
you !” cried he, ironically, all the invidious 
ſuggeſtions of his brother ruſhing on his 
memory as he ſpoke, © where is my pride?” 
exclaimed be, cruſhing the letter, with an 
emotion of tendernefs and indignation 


not to be deſcribed; © where is that forti- 


_ tude that ought to bear me up againſt the 


ſtings. of this pitiful—d—n'd deſertion.— 
but I will not complain,—this ſtroke is 
juſily inflicted for my want of proper cir- 
cumſpection; Lucy, take this purſe, ſay 

13 nothing 
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nothing of my agitation—'tis only a dif- 
eaſe, which ſometimes embitters my peacc, 
 —you ſee me now compoſed and tranquil, 
—you have loſt a miſtreſs, Lucy—and I 
have loſt a ſiſter—nothing more—it will 
be my care to render your loſs trifling— 
but my loſs—O heavens!—yet I will not 
complain—no, I am reconciled—perfectly 
compoſed and tranquil,“ repeated he, 
mournfully; and gently puſhing his viſitant 
out of the apartment; but his ſenſations 
gave the lie to the declaration; previous 
circumſtances had but ill prepared him 
for this truly unexpected intelligence, and 
were equally ill calculated to form that 
_ temperament of thought, neceſſary to in- 
veſtigate the tranſaction with propriety,— 
his 
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. 


his mind in conſequence viewed only the 


dark fide of the circumſtance, and imbibed 


ideas that only communicated pain and 
dejection,—to one leſs intereſted, the let- 


ter contained in itſelf a complete elucida- 


tion of the motives of the writer, but Ed- 


mund ſaw the whole only through the me- 
dium of ſuſpicion, and conſequently every 
word bote to him a ſignificance contrary 


to its common acceptation, 


His faithful ſervant, to whom Lucy re- 


. lated his ſituation, ſoon after ventured into 


the room, and found him walking about in 


violent agitation, his ſteps were eager and 


unſteady, and his eyes diſplayed an unu- 


ſual wildnefs and vivacity. 


— 


F 4 «© Where 
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115 Where are my piſtols, Joſeph?“ de- 
| manded he. Frightened at the abruptneſs 
of the queſtion, the ſervant heſitated. 


« Wretch ! where are my piſtols ?” re- 


peated Edmund, hercely OY him by 


the throat. — 

<« Suppoſing they would not have been 
wanted, » replied _ «I have ſent 
them to be repaired,” : 


«Tis falſe!” exclaimed Edmund, © you 
did know they were wanted,—the mean- 

eſt ſervant in the family knew how much 
I was impoſed on, yet none had the com- 

mon honeſty to tell me of it.“ 


c Indeed 


fal 


* 
- 
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ce Indeed—your honor,” cried Joſeph, 


falling on his knees. 


« Tpſult me not with ſuch a title,” ut- 


tered the youth ; « with what mark of diſ- 


tinction has nature dignified a creature ſo 


miſerable as I am?—and if habit and edu- 
cation, has formed a preference, it only re- 
fines the ſenſestoamore acute participation 
in the general wretchednefs, and to retain 
the accumulated burthen of all my own,— 
See that the chaiſe is ready, for I muſt ſet 


off immediately,” 


= The day. is is not yet broke,” ſaid ou 
ſervant, © and it is a diſmal morning,” 


9 « Diſinal, indeed K exclaimed Edmund, 
« and yet but now, the moon ſhone in all 


P 5- 5 her 
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her borrowed fplendour ; how ſudden are 
theſe obſervable viciffitudes iff the ſyſtem 
of the elements, and how aptly are they 
imitated in the little receptacle of human 
affections— tis but a little ſpace ſince 1 
was happy—but what am I now?—not fo 


—no,—happineſs is no longer within my 
reach, —Joſeph, I have ſpoke angrily to 
you, but if you knew what paſſes here,” 


and he pointed to his forehead, you 


would hot cenſure me for it ou would 
pity me.“ 


Joſeph, who in himſelf poſſeſſed a ten- 


derneſs of heart, and to whom his maſter 


was endeared by numerous acts of kind- 
neſs and generoſity, endeavoured to footh 
is oxhaton by every argument which 

ſuggeſted 
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ſuggeſted itſelf to his 1 but the 
faculties of his maſter were too much diſ- 


turbed, to be calmed by his perſuaſion, 


and he was reluctantly forced to retire, in 
order to prepare for the intended journey. 
— At the appointed hour he returned, but 
Edmund was not in his chamber, nor 
could the minuteſt ſearch diſcoyer the. 
ſmalleſt trace, that might account for ſuch 
an abſence.— The whole family—though 
like moſt other families, they had their 
hours of merriment and relaxation, and 

on ſuch oecafions, would give folly the 
reins—yet had, in fact, the ſincereſt regard 


for the virtues of their maſter—receiyed 


the news of his diſappearance, aggravated 
in the recital by the fears of Joſeph, with 
general alarm, which was ſtill encreaſed 
by a fruitleſs ſearch after the case. 

| y © Compelled, 
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Compelled, at | laſt, by the voice of the 
whole, the valet of Lord Sonthby, ven. 

. tured at laſt to diſturb the ſound ſleep of 

: his maſter with the tidings of his brother's 

- abſence, and previous ſituation of temper; 
but Southby, furious at being fo rudely 
"diſengaged from the arms of Morpheus 
ſwore he would not get up to fave his. 
whole generation from perdition—* be- 
ſides, added he, yawning, © if Edmund 
meant any thing by his enquiry after his 
piſtols, and that he did is pretty evident,— 


% For who would bear the pangs of deſpiſed love, 
„ When he himſelf might his quietus make with a 
bare bodkin* | 


It is all over before now, for one muſt 
take things when in the humour, or it 
Fer won't 
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he won't do,—you may, therefore, look 
Ns amongſt the trees, leaſt, peradyenture, 
of C ſome untimely fruit hangs there, or drag 
r's the pond, or ſearch the well, for all theſe 
er; are places of reſt to the afflicted, - and I 
dy | would not have it ſaid, that any neglect 
— took place on my part, —beſides, pon my 
Ms - honor, the thing happening to ſo near a 
xc. | relation, would be abuminable and ſhock- 
nd ing ;—and Larkins, as to that ſaucy, dear, 
his ___ d—-n'd girl, —that ſame Charlotte, if—T 
— = fay, pon my honor !—if I am not” 


Ladis liſtened patiently for PI con- 
cluſion, but finding bis Lord had totally 
dropt the fubject, he ventured to peep into 
aſt | the bed, and ſaw him again faſt aſleep, 


n't | 5 | | The 
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The affectionate prediction of his Lord- 
ſhip happily, however, was not verified.— 
His brother totally deprived of recollec- 
tion, had left the houſe by a private door, 
and had got into the garden, where, heed- 
leſs of a violent rain that fell, he ſauntered 
to a diſlant arbour, where oft he had been 
bleſſed with the preſence and converſation 
of Charlotte, where throwing himſelf on 
the ground, ſleep gently over-powered the 
turbulence of his paſſions, and— 


Steeped his ſenſes in forgetfulneſs,” 
During this ſleep, the circulation of his 
blood abated conſiderably of its rapidity, 
and the violent inflamation that had ſeized 
the brain and overclouded his reaſon, ma- 
terially 
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terially ſubſided; he awoke confuſed, as 
from a dream of frightful images, which 
gradually vaniſhed, and enabled him to 
return to the preſence of his rejoiced de- 
pendants with a compoſure in his counte- 
nance which boded proptiouſly—but his 
grief for the loſs of his ſiſter was merely 
lefſened in its extravagant ſymptoms, its 
real poignancy was even ſtrengthened by 
the memory having again room to ope- 
rate, and the indignation at firſt conceived 
at her elopement, being in a great mea- 
ſure diſperſed, 


The chaiſe had long been in waiting, 
and no perſuaſion of thoſe around could 
alter his intention, his word to old Thomp- 
ſon » as previoully paſſed, and even *midſt 
the melancholy ſuggeſtions of his own ſor- 
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.row, the misfortunes of this old man had 
taken deep hold, and the character of his 
beloved friend being ſo critically involved 
in the eclairciſſement, rendered the proſe- 
cution of the journey highly intereſting.— 
His brother was ſtill in bed, nor did he 
conſider it anywiſe neceſſary to ſolicit an 
audience, that muſt have undoubtedly 
brought on a diſagreeable explanation. 
. Throwing himſelf, therefore, into the car- 
riage, he was rapidly conveyed from a 
houſe, in which he had experienced ſuch a 
variety of fonlations ; and by converſing 
with bis companion, on ſubjects immedi- 
ately connected with their mutual profeſ- 
ſion, endeavoured to ſtifle thoughts that 
might again have worked him into frenzy. 


CkHAP- 
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CHAP, XXII. 


The * Effect of giving way to mis- 


Fortune, bi 


Do 


Ix this manner they had proceeded to 


nearly the end of the ſecond ſtage, when a 


poſt-chaiſe and four paſſed them, and Ed- 


mund, with no ſmall degree of ſurpriſe, 
perceived it occupied by Sir Samuel Bel- 


ford; he ſeemed alſo recognized by the ba- 


ronet, but who, inſtead of returning his 


ſalute, pulled up the blind, as if to ſcreen 
himſelf from obſervation, 


A behaviour 
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beloved friend being ſo critically involved 
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riage, be was rapidly conveyed from a 
' houſe, in which he had experienced ſuch a 
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__ CHAP: 
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CHAP, XXL. 


The. A. Effect of giving way to mis- 
_ Fortune, Ws 


Ix this manner they had proceeded to 2 
nearly the end of the ſecond ſtage, when a of 
poſt-chaiſe and four paſſed them, and Ed- 
mund, with no ſmall degree of ſurpriſe, f 
perceived it occupied by Sir Samuel Bel- 3 
ford; he ſeemed alſo recognized by the ba- 1025 
ronet, but who, inſtead of returning his | 
ſalute, pulled up the blind, as if to ſcreen 
himſelf from obſervation, 


A behaviour 


— 
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A behaviour ſo unlike the general con- | 
duct of Sir Samuel, and fo little corre- 
ſponding: with his profeſſions of friendſhip, 


not only ſtung the pride of the youth, but 


conveyed to his immediate recollection all 


thoſe inſinuations that had lately given him 


ſo much vexation, and ſeemed to form a 


certainty of the wrong he had ſuffered :— 


meek; geñtle, and prone to forgiveneſs, as 


we have already deſcribed the temper of 
Edmund to be, he had a ſpirit inimical to 


the ſlighteſt inſult, and a hand ever ready 
to exact ſatisfaction for a deliberate offered 


injury, particularly when ſuch injury was 
adminiſtered under the maſk of openneſs 


and candour. 


Leaping, therefore, from the chaiſe, he 
diſmounted his ſervant, and vaulting into 
5 the 
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the ſaddle, es the carriage, that 
thus contained his adverſary ;—his eager- 
neſs. being encreaſed, by a hope of being 
able to diſcover the retreat of his ſiſter, or 
perhaps even finding her in the very 

vehicle now before him—a hope which 
ſeemed confirmed, by the chaiſe ſoon af- 
ter turning ſhort into the London road, in 
place of purſuing the direct one to his 
own reſidence. This ſuppoſition enerea · 
ſed his ſpeed, but by this very means diſ- 
appointed his view ;—for the horſe, over- 
ſtrained by his exertions, fell, and he was 
thrown from his ſeat with violence that 

laid him ſenſeleſs, - 


Luckily, Joſeph alarmed at his manner 
and behaviour, had turned the chaiſe, and 
 follawed 
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followed with as much expedition as pof- 
ſible, and arrived on the ſpot, not many 
minutes after this accident had happened, 
— This truſty fellow, than whom none 
was better qualified to adminiſter relief, 
in caſes of emergency, had been long at- 
tached to the army, having enliſted as.a 


ſoldier when but a mere ſtripling, and had 


almoſt, from the ſame period, ſerved in the 
double capacity of ſervant and ſentinel ; 


having, by a ſingular caſt of handineſs and 


fidelity, redered himſelf an acquiſition of 


no ſmall degree of importance, to ſuch. 


officers, whoſe income, or rather, whoſe 


expenditure admitted not of keeping a re- 
gular domeſtic. 


To his preſent - employer, he was re- 


commended, not indeed on the above 


. 
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ſcore, but by the warm encomium of a 


brother officer, then ſinking under the 


weight of an early conſumption. 


" 10. boon conſidering, Southby,” 
ſaid this gentleman, ce that if I did not 


do ſomething for that d—n'd fellow (mean- 


Ing Joſeph), before I march, I would 


be wanting in common juſtice. —The 


ſcoundrel got into my good graces, by his 


ſpirit and independence.—You know, 


Southby, that I have been a ſad dog in my 
time,—and once would have employed 
this raſcal in forwarding my views on the 
wife of a drummer who was his friend, and 
with whom I knew he had great influenee 
—he threw down the money I gave him 

with diſdain, and exclaiming, with an 


ar 


— — ——— a — 2 
— r — 
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air proportinate to the fentiment' — 
„ This very drummer once ſaved my 
life, and fir, neither my poverty or ſitua- 


tion, has yet ſo far alienated my native 
honeſty, as to give any bribe a palliation 


for depriving that drummer of what is 


more valuable to bim than life — his honor,” 
I meant to have given him five guineas 


for being a rogue, added the officer, © but 


I made the ſum up ten—as a | recompente 


for his i integrity.” 


Edmund promiſed his dying acquaint- 


ance, that he would take care of his fa- 
yourite attendant. and on his deceaſe, took 


| Joſeph into his own ſervice, and had every 


reaſon to be {atisfied with the ad; for 


Joſeph was a genius of ſuch univerſal 


comprehenſion 


ar 


of 
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comprehenſion and utility, and had ſuch 
an inclination to render his talents uſeful, 
that he was ſeldom unemployed or em- 
ployed to diſadvantage, for from-the- hum- 
ble mechanizm employed in blacking a 
| ſhoe, or of ſcouring a firelock, Joſeph's 
ideas could embrace the mining of a cita- 


del, or the marking out a camp. 


It was lucky, as we have already ſaid, 
that this ſame Joſeph came up ſo oppor - 
tunely, for 'midft the multiplicity of his 
other acquirements, he, had ſtudied the 
practical part of ſurgery with ſome effect; 
and now producing the neceſſary imple- 

ments, he deliberately opened a vein in the 

arm of his maſter, and had the ſatisfaction 

| of finding his expectation fully anſwered; 


* 


the 
5 1 85 : 


120 THE MISTAKE. 


the pulſe again began to vibrate, a and life, 
that had ſuffered a temporary ſuſpenſion, 
by this timely. Rimulative, nme its 
uſual hace. Yi Lore 


@ 3 46 $i, 4 1 
S431 15 1 


Edmund opened his eyes, and finding 
his revenge fruſtrated by this delay, con- 


215 


* 


trary to his uſual Münzer, burſt into the 


moſt violent exclamations, curſing the ac- 
cident as the cauſe of his diſappointed ven- 


Ii. 


geagce, ? and of the villain! 8 Geb 


885 64 


390 6 * N 


_ Joſeph, \ who had cultivated his acquain- 
tance with ſcience and the arts; rather as a 
matter of utility than amuſement, had 
found it a matter of profound uſefulneſs; 


to daſh into the general maſs a portion of 


of 


philoſophy, juſt to ſmooth the rugged road 
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of life, on which, chance or whatſoever 
cauſe had placed him,—a proper ſubordi- 
nation to this had kept his temper ſmooth, 
and his paſſions beyond the reach of being 
ruffled by common occurrences, or even 


from being violently diſcompoſed on caſes 


of moment and importance, — theſe extra- 
vagant ſymptoms of impatience ſhewn by 
his maſter, therefore, made but little im- 


preſſion, he applied the bandage to the 


orifice with a ſedateneſs, worthy the moſt 


veteran ſon of AÆſculapius, ſagaciouſly i 


enough remarking, that if the baronet 
was a villain, the ſooner he took himſelt 


off the better, and as to the hindrance, it 


was merely one of thoſe checks which pro- 


vidence ſometimes throws in the way, in 


VOL, II. 5 order 


0 6 LAS 8 ä — 1 2 — . n — 8 5 I 1 _ 
1 . <7 x bs * — 4 ” - +4.% " — 8 2 — Y 1 *** 1 6 4 . * ns. 4 _ 2 - % * 4 * nd p r > wh S : . — x = - 
5 —_—_ —ç 1 9 Fn 5 0 ; om 4 . R — 4 K. 2 "= ad . = » Ea + wx bo oo {45 p <I_— : 
BY * ö * and 9 WA +, N mw woe , + 8 8 . — NF £ 22 2 IG - E IA 2 
. <= * * EY 3. > _ > = A 2 4 N = * of 3 7 = Py . — * 1 "Wo . a £ 
as „ tas Be 3b is - WR: Is by e „ OS #4 % * T N —_—— - — __ _— 2 St . — — 2 __— : "a * — be 4 
* 8 * ; — 2 * * * , — — Ee 5 — 
9 8 a "$5. *,. 45 + x ; 22 a ; 
, . mr: a : : ” - 


- 
A mY 2 9 — 0 » 
Ts TP" 37 LOT 8 8 8 


a 
—— . . * « Fre 4 mw 2 * wy — 
V- 6 7 >> £4 — * , . 4. 33 — 6.2 - K 5 1 : * 2 Kg * 
2 . 2 *. *. mu 4 FED * g_ 2 2 „„ . om 
. 4 . 8 4 1 "a 5 1 . — * 


122 THE MISTAKE, 
order to prevent real calamities,—* For,” 
added he, with profound ſagacity in his aſ- 
pe, * had you actually come up with 
this ſame baronet, inſtead of my fimply 
having breathed a vein, I might have been 
at this moment employed in the extrac- 


tion of a bullet, an operation of the two 


rather the moſt auger 


Though there was more blunt truth 
than ceremony or reſpect contained in 


this obſervation, yet Edmund was too ſen- 
ſible of its truth, to take umbrage at its 


freedom, and now too ſenſible of the im- 
prudence. of his intention to attempt the 


farther proſecution of his revenge, for the 


preſent, he therefore allowed himſelf to be 
again 


again ſ 


ſlowly « 


They 
pot fro 
rograd 
proachi 
ſhort o 
Joſeph, 
uiry, 
ented 
quaint 


an uni 


deliver 
end 
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again ſeated in the chaiſe, and provecd 
lowly on his journey. 


They had ſcarcely, however, gained the gf 
pot from whence they had made this re- 
rozrade deviation, when a groom. ap- 
droaching them on a full gallop, dere 
ſhort on ſeeing the well known features of 


Joſeph, and having made the neceſſary en- 
uiry, advanced to the chaiſe, and pre- 
ented Edmund with a letter. Well ac 
quainted with the hand writing, and being 50 
an unuſual emotion in the perſon. who 
delivered it—he eagerly enquired bow his 
fiend Fairfax was.— 

« As well,” replied the groom, © as a 
man can be who has but a few hours to 


G 2 live,- 


brace of balls in his body.“ 
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* ' 
9 * * 


ſent f: 
plaines 
bable « 
have 


- 


live,—my | poor maſter—is no longer | 
this world, he lays at the next town with: 


nearer 


Edmund, trembling, broke the ſeal Jf fy 


For ſome minutes his eyes could not dif 
tinguiſh the characters, but his fears mon 
than anticipated the letter's import. 


Th 

© I my dear Edmund retains a wil munc 

; once more to ſee a friend, who has Jon ſyſte: 
held bim in his warmeſt eſteem, and woull ever) 
make happy the laſt moments of tha new: 
friend by his preſence, delay not a mo- agits 
ment, much have I to ſay in vindication tere 
of my character, from thoſe malicious al: idea 


perſions that have involved me in my pre 
ſent 
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ſent. fatal ſituation, which, ir left unex- 
plained, may load my memory with a pro- 
bable obloquy; and much, my Edmund, 
have I to communicate reſpecting one 
nearer to your heart how juſtly time will 
teſtify ! 

the loſt, 


H. FAIRPAx.“ 


The previous depreſſed ſtate of Ed- 
mund's ſpirits—the laxity of his nervous 
ſtem, and the worn-out energy of almoſt 
every faculty, were bad preparatives for 
news ſo excruciating ; reaſon, in the wild 
agitation of paſſions that ſuccecded, tot- 
tered on its throne, and a wild chaos of 


ideas followed in piteous infignificance, 


„ a 
ſent & 3 4-15. There,” 
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. There,” ae he, throwing the letter 
to the old man, « rejoice—low laid is the 
ſuppoſed deſtroyer of your peace, and your 
revenge is complete, —but let me drop a 
tcar over a misfortune ſo irrecoverable,” . 

% Jo rejoice in the ruin of an enemy, 
is beneath the true ſpirit of a ſoldier, re- 
plied the old man; © the reyenge that he 


deſires, 1s only that ſatisfaction reſulting 4 
from the inſtantaneous impulſe of reſent- * 
ment—Captain Fairfax bath, indeed, 5 


deeply injured me, and had youth and vi- 
gour ſtill been mine, I would have called 
him to a ſevere account, but yet I would 
not deliberately proſecute his ruin by 4s 
cond means, nor derive c hopping 


Happiness /. 


THE MISTAKE, my 


. © Happiness/” repeated Edmund, catch- 
ing the word with a wild emphaſis, © hap- 
pineſs !—ſaidſt thou ?—there is no ſuch _ 
thing in mortal exiſtence—there is, indeed 
a few fluctuating particles that, in our, 
journey through life, ſometimes ſtrike upon 

the ſenſes, and impart a temporary ſatiſ- 
fact ion; but ſuch playing on the ſpirits 
are merely viſions, unfubſtantial ſnades, 
that like the wandering dreams of the 
night, vaniſh on the dawn, and leave our 
corporeal faculties fo groſs and contami- 
vated, that the mental operations are only 


clogged and confounded by their villain- 
ons connection would you imagine it, 
my old friend, that I once dreamt of this 
ſame happineſs, and ſo ſmooth and tran- 
qui] appeared every thing around me, that 
: G 4 I was 


1 was pleaſed and contented mark me — 
I ſoon found out the deluſion ; mine was 
but the tranſitory ſuſpenſion of pain which 
the ſlave enjoys, when ſtretched upon his 
bed of ſtraw { his dreaming fancy ſhakes 
off his galling fetters, and mounting on 


the wings of ſleep, wafts fportively back 
to ſcenes of paſt enjoyment, to the ſociety. 
of the companions of his youth, or, per- 


haps, to the very preſence of the long loſt 

object of his deareſt affeftions,— 
moſt inſignificant noiſe d—ns his tranſ- 
ports, the viſion flies, but his ſtraw, his 
keepers, and his toil, are no viſions; no, 
they are realities rendered doubly ſevere 
from ſuch deluſive intervals —You ſay, 
you had once a ſon; true, and I had a 
friend, and, I had a ſiſter,—but where are 
8 they 


—yet, the 


the 


ſen 


ing 


. far 
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they now ?—ill the compariſon holds, 
the murderous aſſaſſin ſweetens the poi- 
ſoned cup to make it palatable, not to leſ- 


ſen its effect, ſo theſe unſubſtantial bleff⸗ : 
ings only ſharpen the appetite of "miſery | 


to be themſelves gorged and ſwallowed 
up: yet we muſt not complain, on the 


ſurface of this uncomfortable world, we are 
but ſentries, placed by providence on our 


poſt, to abide the iſſue of this diſaſterous 


war of the paſſions till we are relieved.” 
pa 


Little as the old man bad been ac- 
cuſtomed to the manner or declamation of 


bis youthful companion, he could not help 


perceiving a ſingularity of delivery, and a 
correſponding vivacity of feature in his 
projunt exclamation, and he kindly i endea- 

6 5 5 voured 
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voured to ſooth the turbulence of paſſion 


that had occaſioned it ; but the unhappy 
Edmund paid no attention to his friendly 


interference; his intelledts, ſtrained by the 


preſſure of ſuch a combination of afflict- 
| ing circumſtances, had ceaſed their wonted 
operations, and that reaſon which dignifies 
buman nature, though not entir ely extin - 
tinguiſhed, had become too weak to ſub· 
due the tempeſt that agitated the brain, 
and breatened ineyitable ruin and diſ- 


traction. _ 0 


. at laſt from a 1 in which 


al recolleRion appeared abſorbed, he | 


graſped, t the hand of the old ſoldier, and 
ſaid, as if perfectly inſenſible that an in- 

texval! had taken place: — 
ä « Yet, 
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* Yet, I ſay, we muſt not murmur, for 
relieved we ſhall be,—that ſame power 
that thus annihilates the bonds of human 
friendſhip, and tears aſunder thoſe whom 
love has united, will again reſtore to us 
what, in this life, was ſo dear, and in re- 
gions of immortal bliſs and felicity, we 
will join to part no more, — es, my good 
old man, we will then triumph over the 
ſorrows that now ſurround us, and in the 
angelic ſociety of Ah! who will there 
meet Edmund ?—Charlotte; but ſhe will 
no longer make me happy,—no, amidſt 


myriads of bleſt and ſocial ſpirits, mine 
will be ſolitary and-ſad—I muſt not, there- 
fore, indulge the thought of futurity,— 
elſe its accompliſhment methinks were 
_ eaſy—you haye ſcen the ſtouteſt ſoldier 
6 6 ſceratehed 
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ſcratched into eternity by the ee of 
the arranteſt poltroon, and the precious 
life of a commander ended in conſequence 
of a wet foot, —nay, ſo flimſy is the parti 
tion that ſeparates human exiſtence from 
immortality, that the wonder is, how the 
ſlighteſt breathing of the wind does not 
deſtroy its ſtructure, —that would be a 
good joke, for then, theſe heroes of the 
earth, and theſe more delicate deceivers, 
who thus play. round our hearts, would 
fall off like | autumnal leaves, and ſuch a 
ſtorm, as that which now rattles o'er our 


heads, would prove a fovereign remedy to 
the wretched.” >- i 


4 There is now no ſtorm,” ſaid the old 
man, ſtill endeavouring to divert his at- 
tention, © the ſky is perfectly ſerene.” 

* What, 


thunder roars, and the dark clouds thicken, 


that there is no ſtorm?—hiſt, you may, per- 


ble, and, I think, your eyes are full for- 


THE MISTAKE, 133 


s 


„What, would you make a fool of 
me?” interrupted the youth, | fiercely, 
© would you have me believe when the 


when the rain falls in torrents, and the vi- 
vid ſtreams of electrical fluids dart around, 


haps, tell me that the tempeſt 'is' in my 
own diſorganized imagination ; but J will 
tell you, that it would be better for you to 
ſtand uncovered on the verieſt wild, ex- 
poſed to the fury of the moſt ſayage ele- 
mentary tumult, than ſuſtain for one mi- 


nute, what now paſſes in this poor brain 
were you in ſuch a ſituation, I would 


pity and weep over you—your heart, if I 17 
recollect right, has been ſoſtened by trou- be | 


give 
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give my barſhneſs let us mingle our 
tears together, and yield to heaven one of 
its moſt acceptable un ee 
to its decrees,” | 


The chaiſe, in mean time, guided by 
the ſervant of Fairfax, had gone on, and 
foon after halted at the inn where that 
gentleman lay. Edmund received this | 
intimation with a look of vacant inatten- 
tion; recolle&ion had ſuffered in the ſe. 
vere conflict of his paſſions, and he was 
conducted up ſtairs to the apartment of 
his friend, without any ſymptoms of emo- 
oi, 


Before, however, what paſſed at this in- 
terview is related, it is highly expedient 
| that 
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chat the reader be made acquainted with 
an explanation of that ambiguous matter, 
collected in ſome of the preceding chap- 
ters, however the recital abſtracts from 
hiſtorical propriety, or deviates from the 
wiſh of thoſe whoſe ideas only look for- 
ward on the biographical journey. 


CHAP, 


THER MISTAKE, 


_ - CHAP, XXIII. 


An elucidation highly necessary. 


| . 


In the early part of theſe memoirs, we 
have introduced Mrs, Fairfax on the ſtage 
of our-drama, and at a latter period have 
Rated, that from the jealous temper of this 
lady, the huſband dreaded the greateſt 
obſtacle would ariſe in his plan to ruin 
che innocent Charlotte, nor was he wrong 
in this ſuſpicion, for generally open and 
explicit (at leaſt ſpeciouſly ſo) in his letters 
to his wife; ſhe inſtantly perceived a 
marked and evaſive circumſpection in the 
5 account 
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account ſent her of Lady Wellford's death, 
and of his intention of viſiting the Lodge; 
in conſequence, ſhe ſaw that the elaborate 
ſtatement of his intended ſcheme to ruin 
his friend was drawn merely to conceal 
his real motive. To counteract the plans 
of a man, whoſe whole life had been one 
continued ſeries of deception, ſhe well 
knew could beſt be effected by practices 
of a ſimilar deſeription, and habitude with 
ſuch practices, rendered to her the taſk 
leſs difficult, and its probability of ſucceſs 
more certain. At once novel in her no- 
tions, and unreſtrained by thoſe rules of 
rigid propriety, which would have fixed 2 
the ſtandard of action, and retained that 
proportion of modeſt fear, ſufficient to 
have put a ſtop to the extravagance of her 
| determination 
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determination, her reſolution was taken s 
and, with the afſi ſtance of an intimate ac- 
quaintance, put in immediate execution. 
This acquaintance was no leſs a perſon- 
age than the celebrated Lady Southby, 
alias Gipſey Nan,—between whom and 
herſelf a long friendſhip had ſubſiſted; a 
friendſhip, however, reſulting from a ſpe- 
cies of neceſſity rather than of ſentiment. 
Mrs. Fairfax, though initiated into the 
thoughtleſs myſteries of high | life, in 
moments of retirement ſtill carried in 
her memory ideas of primitive innocence, | 
to tat her mind with a caſt of melancholy h 
that required all the levity and high ſpirits 
of ber ladyſhip to palliate, and her Jady- 
ſhip, though ſhe deſpiſed any ſettled rule 
of conduct, yet found the elegant manners 

of 


\ 
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of her friend, often highly worthy of imi- 
tation; and, in carrying on her literal cor- 


reſpondence, her aid abſolutely neceſſary | 
for, in the plan of education laid down for 


this lady, the trifling article of writing 


had been totally excluded, an omiſſion 


which ſometimes ſubjected her to what ſhe 
termed mal apropos embarraſiments — 


Nan, too, prided herſelf in having her 


curricle graced by one whoſe beauty pro- 


ved a faſcinating attraction to the enlarge 


ment of her own acquaintances, without 
the fear of a dangerous rivalſhip ; for Mrs, 
Fairfax, amidſt all her folly and extrava- 
gange, had a heart true to its firſt paſſion, 
and a ſteady affection for her huſband, 


which placed her beyond the power of her 


admirers.— This principle was encouraged 


without 


1 
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without being admired by Lady Southby, 
and though Mrs. Fairfax ſaw through ſuch 
policy, the paſt it by unnoticed, becauſe 
the profuſion and liberality of herladyſhip, 
proved more than a counterpoiſe, —by fur- 
niſhing .thoſe pecuniary aids which her 
want of frugality rendered needful. 


The plan invented by Mrs. Fairfax, and 
warmly approved by her friend, was no- 
thing more than that ſhe, by the help of a” 
ſuitable diſguiſe, ſhould impoſe herſelf on 
the proprietor of Wellford Lodge, (whoſe 
unſuſpeQing nature ſhe was no ſtranger 
to) as an object of extreme charity, and 
by thus gaining admiſſion into the family, 
have an opportunity of watching the con- 
duct of her huſband, —Lady Southby, who 

ER. 
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ſtill retained a recollection of her. early 
occupation, was an adept in the myſtery of 
diſguiſing the human appearance, and 
every neceſſary ingredient being procured ; 

and a ftory, which ſo far from being a 
fiction, had actually, with the exception 


of names, truth to ſupport it in every par- 


ticular, ſtudied with all its conſequent 


queries, anſwers, remarks, and obſerva- 


tions a ſtage coach conveyed Mrs. Fair- 
fax to a town at no great diſtance from 


Wellford Lodge, from whence ſhe arrived 
on foot, and watching an opportunity, 
with every ſymptom of grief and fatigue, 
introduced herſelf, as hath already been re- 
lated, under the piteous circumſtances and 
name of Clarissa Beaumont. 


+K = 
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The feelings of Edmund and Charlotte 
were too deeply impreſſed by her narrative, 
to admit a doubt of its truth, but the 
penetration of Sir Samuel Belford was 
not to be deccived by a fiction, however 
plaufible it appeared, and by a mode of ex- 
amination peculiarly his own, he ſoon af- 
ter drew her into a confeſſion of the whole 


& contrivance. Though the baronet in 


general reprobated all kind of impoſition ; 
yet, as in this inſtance, the object being 
the prevention of miſchief, it even met 
with his approbation, and inſured his ſup- 
port. This confeſſion was made indeed 
with a ſtudied caution, to prevent Fairfax | 
from being implicated in any extraneous 
deſigns ; ; yet Sir Samuel perceived ſuſfici- 
ent matter to convince him, that ſuch a 

deſign 
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deſign could only have been foſtered in a 
heart rendered callous by acts of ſimilar 
depravity ; he ſaw, at the ſame time, that 
a diſcloſure of the plot to Edmund would 
have anſwered no good purpoſe, —The 
ſlave to a miſtaken friendſhip, Mr. South- 
by would not eaſily have credited the aſ- 


ſertions of ſtrangers, on a charge merely 


of ſuſpicion, which would have met a de- 


nial from. Fairfax himſelf, backed, no 


doubt, by the influence of Lord Southby, | 


whom he perceived was ready, on all oc- 
caſions, to oppoſe his opinion; neither, even 
in the event of Edmund's belief, could it 


have anſwered the baronet's intention; the 


plot was too unripe to have effectually 
rouſed reſentment, and the current of in- 
iquity only have met an interruption that 


might 


— 
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might have given additional force to its 


future rapidity. It became, in his opinion, 


highly neceſſary that Charlotte ſhould be- 


come acquainted with the meditated ma- 
chinations againſt her peace, And it was, 


in conſequence of ſome diſcuſſions that 


took place on this ſubject, that ſuſpicions 
aroſe, ſo well wrought on by Lord South- 


by, and when it is added that the frag- 


ment of the letter, mentioned by that 


nobleman, as containing matter of much- 


import, was ſimply part of an epiſtle ſent 


by the captain to his lady, previous to her 


leaving town, and inadvertently dropt from 


her pocket, the reader will give it the 
weight it merits, —Indeed, after the cha- 
racter already given of Charlotte to im- 
pute to her any act, or even intention, that 


- 


was 
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was not founded on the baſis of purity, 
would be doing an injuſtice to the reader's 


— 


diſcernment, and however ſome parts of 


. — WO 3 — 
— 9 þ 2 — — 2 


her ate conduct carried with it an am 
biguity, that had wrung the boſom of Ed- 
mund, and may have even raiſed a doubt in 
the minds of thoſe leſs intereſted. We truſt 
it is ſcarcely neceſſary to add, that what 
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follows, by way of explanation, is meant 
not in extenuation of her conduct, but 
ſimply to gratify the curioſity. of thoſe who 
may be inclined to peruſeit, 


The unexpected arrival of Lord and 
Lady Southby,—the increaſing depreſſion 
of Edmund, and the fears entertained' for: 
the brutality of his brother, inclined Char- 
lotte at laſt to liſten to the advice of 

VOL, II. 1 — 
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the haronet, and by entertaining a belief, 


that her abſence was the only means of re- 


ſtoring her brother to his peace of mind, 
agreed to withdraw from his preſence and 
ſociety.— Lady Southby and her friend 


hacked this reſolution with their warmeſt 
approbation. And though her ladyſhip 


ſometimes declared, that ſhe was con- 
vinced, nothing: could ever be done with 
a creature ſa-inanimate; and cold, yet ſhe 
undertoak to make her known, on her ar- 
rival in London, and promiſed herſelf 


much entertainment from her debut. In 
conſequence of this acquieſcence, Sir 
Samuel, who was actuated by no other 
motive than an ardent inclination to do 


good, wrote immediately to an aunt of his 


own in London, who was equally diſtin- 
Sibel 


* 


ed 
thi 
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ruiſhed for her ſanctity and goodneſs. of 


heart, and whoſe partiality towards him, 


infured ſucceſs to the application, ſtating 


the caſe as it really was, and had an anſwer 


highly approving the reſolution. of Mts 


Southby, and offering her every protection 


and. encouragement ; poor Charlotte re- 
ceived this kind invitation with more gra- 
titude than ſatisfaction ; her feelings ſmote 
her for an act which her reaſon ſanctionedʒ 
and the thought of acting diſingenuouſly 


with her brother, wrung her heart, whilſt 


it convinced her of the uprightneſs of her 
intentions 


This elopement, if that may be ſo term= 
ed where there was no other reſtraint 


than affection, once determined on, was ad- 


H 2 Juſted 
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juſted, in all its circumſtances, by the active 
genius of the baronet:—had the leaſt idea 
of that jealouſy, entertained by Edmund, 
been perceived,-or that it would ultimately 
have led to the fatal concluſion of a dif- 
honorable connedtion, no doubt other 
meaſures would have been purſued, and 
the unhappy conſequences prevented; but, 
free from unfair ſuſpicions themſelves, they 
merely conſidered the ſtep, as the moſt pro- 
bable to facilitate the reſtoration of the 
youth's tranquillity, without ſubjecting him 
to the pain of a parting ſcene; and, in 
another point, they viewed this temporary 
abſence, as a neceſſary check to the ma- 
chinations and deſigns of Lord Southby 
and Captain Fairfax, which, however far 
the virtue of Charlotte was beyond their 


power, 


Pe 


te 
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power, no doubt would have ſubjected her 
to much uncaſineſs and apprehenſion, and 
conſequently have given equal uneaſineſs 
to Edmund, 


Mrs. Fairfax, who accompanied Char- 
lotte in her flight, entered with ſpirit into 
a ſcheme, which at once rid her of thoſe 
fears that had brought her into the coun- 
try ; and though the purity of her motives 


were in this, as in moſt other caſes, queſ- 


tionable, Sir Samuel conſidered her as 
a perſon, every way calculated to conduct 


a journey, in which a ſenſe of delicacy pre- 


vented his participating. 


In conſequence of theſe reſolutions, a 
poſt chaiſe was ordered to bc in readineſs, 
on the very evening of the day on which 

H 3 old 
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old Thompſon arrived at Wellford Lodee, 


and, notwithſtanding this incident ſo pow- 


. erfully wrought on the feelings of the baro- 
net, as to impel his inſtant departure; 
yet the determination of the ladies was not 
a altered, and amidſt the confufion occaſi- 
' oned by Lord Southby's unuſual convivi- 
ality, they eaſily eluded ſuſpicion, and 
under the eſcort of Sir Samuel's faithful 
groom, in three days they arrived ſafe in 
the Metropolis, where Charlotte found a 
h reception even ſurpaſſing in kindneſs 
what ſhe had been led to expect, and but 
for the thoughts of the reſidence ſhe had 
left, which, acccompanied with many other 


tender touches on the memory, would in- 


trude into her contemplations, might have 


been happy. . 
CHAP. 
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; L 
4 quarrel is easily produced where par- 
h ties are pre-determined. | 

4 | Acrv ATED by the hope of leſſening, 
in in ſome degree, the keen affliction of the 
* | old ſoldier, the good natured Sir Samuel 
ſs Belford, purſued his journey with all ex- 


It pedition, till a difficulty in procuring freth 
d | Horſes retarded his progreſs, and brought 


F on an altercation between him and a gen- 

8 tleman, who was travelling in the oppoſite 

direction, and to whom a fimilar impedi- 
| ment occurred, There happened to be at 


% 
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the inn but one change of horſes, and the 
anxiety of both gentlemen to proceed 
rendered them equally tenacious of ob- 
taining a preference, and words, in con- 
ſequence, paſt mutually, poſitive and 
warm, 5 


« Mine is on buſineſs that cannot be 
delayed,” —ſaid the ſtranger. 


The baronet, who, as has already been 
ſaid, formed his concluſions from ſuperfi- 


cial inſpection, replied, © that he was the 


more ſurpriſed at the declaration, becauſe 
he could preceive more impatience than ne- 
ceſſity, in the countenance of the ſtranger.” 


It is the firſt time,” cried the ſtranger, 


© that I have conſidered my face as a re- 


flector, 


_ 


Ir 


internal flaws dim its luſtre.“ 
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flector, and am ſorry you fee your own 
motives in it with ſo much diſadyantage.” 


** 


« The mirror is too dark to reflect any 


thing . pleaſant,” retorted the - Baronet, 


© the ſurface is indeed ſmooth, but the 


* 


Ei * 


« Deformed features require a flatter 


ing looking glaſs,” cried the ſtranger ; 


« my face contains no ſuch particles 


no wonder then that it reflects mare truth 
than ſatisfaction.“ 


« You miſtake,” ſaid the Baronet, 
« there 1s great ſatisfaction, ſometimes, 


in knowing an unpleaſant truth, and the 


mind is gratified by the ocular ſenſe be- 
1 3 ing 
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ing exereiſed even on objects of the moſt 


forbidding complexion,” 


© © However juſt the obſervation,” cried 


the nettled ſtranger, good breeding 


owes little to its plainneſs.“ 


I owe to good breeding no obliga- 


tion,“ returned Sir Samuel, nor am I 


inclined to ſacrifice candor to the dictates 


of ſuch a jade.— he that regulates his con- 
duct by the rules of modern breeding, is 
but faſhion's ſycophant—a cringing ſlave, 


who giving up the attribute of truth, courts 


your ſmiles, by flattering thoſe very foi- 
bles he deſpiſes; and, with a ftudied ſua- 
vity of manner and politeneſs, renders 
en ſabfervierit to the vileſt pur- 


poles, 
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poſes. I myſelf am at this "moment in 
queſt of ſuch a well bred gentleman, who 
having acquired a high finiſhed education 
in the modern ſchool—can ſeatter ruin 
around with the beſt grace imaginable, 
I am informed, ſo mild and gentle are 
his outward bearings, that he could de- 
ceive the d—I, It is little to be won- 
dered at, therefore, at his cheating a poor 
unſuſpecting girl out of her virtue; but 
when he carries hypocriſy to a length that 
even makes the world approve the vileſt 
acts of human baſeneſs, in order to con- 
ceal the tranſaction; when I ſee the near- 
eſt and deareſt relatives of ſuch a victim 
fink under the contrivanees of ſuch a 
ſcoundrel, the little honeſt indignation I 
poſſeſo is rouſed to nn and ſtrict 
retribution!ꝰ 
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The ſtranger 8 countenance exhibited 
a ſtill deeper dye, he was ſtung at a re- 
mark which was at once ſo outre, and ap- 
plied ſo cloſely to himfelf, that he ima- 
gined it not altogether accidental. 


* You may ſpare yourſelf the trouble 
of deſcanting on ſo delicate a ſubject, 
cried he, ironically, © for, be aſſured, my 
ſentiments are not ſufficiently refined, 


either to permit my becoming a proſelyte 


to your ſyſtem of rudeneſs, or animating 
| me to voJunteer in the quixote enterprize, 
| to reſcue the ſinking cauſe of injured in- 
| nocence; beſides the buſineſs I am at pre- 


ſent engaged in is of too much impor-, 
| tance to be ſtayed by notions drawn from 


the hiſtory of the mighty hero of Lamanca,” 


The 


* 


tl 
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The ſeverity of this retort was how- 
ever loſt on the baronet.—The ſervant of 


| the ſtranger, in moving the luggage from 


the chaiſe, expoſed to the view of Sir 


Samuel. the name of Captain Fairfax | 


engraved on a plate, affixed to one of the 


trunks ;—the circumitance fixed his at- 


tention, and rendered him inſenſible to 
every thing elſe. _ | 1 
The name ſeems familiar to you, 
ſaid the ſtranger. Better known than 
admired,” anſwered Sir Samuel, bluntly. 
« And if you, ſir, claim it as your's, my 
journey may here terminate.“ | 
* Whether your Journey terminates or 
not, is of little import to me,” replied 
: Captain 
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Captain Fairfax, (for indeed it was this 


officer,) © but if the acknowledgement of 


the name conveys ſatisfaclion, I here not 
only avow it as mine, but am ready to 


vindicate it from any aſperſions thrown 


on it, either by the voice of ſpleen, « or the 


incitations cf ignorance,” 


The place they were in was too open 
and expoſed for the diſcuſſion of a ſub- 
ject now become ſo intereſting ; ; and they 
mutually agreed to adjourn to a private 
apartment. f 


0 Were I lefs attached to the prin-⸗ 


ciple of candour, or were my opinion 


of phyſiognomy leſs ſelf-ſufficient,” ſaid | 


the Baronet, © I might evade acknow- 


ledging 
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ledging that you were the perſon I meant 
in the free expreſſions I have made uſe 
of; but as the prepoſſeſſion entertained 
to your diſadvantage, ſeems only con- 
firmed, from my inſpe&ion of your fea- 
tures, I wave all uſeleſs ceremony, and 
eome at once to the charge that has thus 
driven what may be termed common 
civility from being the attendant on my 
conduct.“ —The Captain bowed, and Sir 
Samuel proceeded. — 


* You, no doubt, recollect, Captain 
Fairfax, the name of Thomson, — that 
change of colour well becomes the re- 
collectiͤn; and it proves that a ſpark 
of that ſhame implanted by nature in 
the human countenance, Rill iluminates 


the 
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the dark particles of your diſpoſition — 
The people that were known to you by 
that name, ſir, were known when hap- 
pineſs and peace diflinguiſhed the bum- 
ble ſphere they moved in. I mean not 
to aſk what were the motives, or what 


the means purſued to bring about the foul 


cataſtrophe of their ruin. Theſe -are 


paſt, and I truſt are regiſtered in that 


book, by whoſe teſtimony a juſt in- 
veſtigation will hereafter take place, — 
but 1 preſume to aſk of you ſome reaſon 
why the body of the unfortunate Thomp- 
ſon is refuſed that decent interment, which 
you know is ſo juſtly the claim of its pre- 
vious ſuffering and worth ?—Death, Cap- 


tain Fairſax, is ſurely a ſufficient atone. . 


ment to the etiquette of the military breach 
he 


— © — ' wo 
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he had committed; even had his crime 
ſtood exaMy as repreſented, Why then 


are you, fir, negligent in ſtepping between 


the ſilent corps, and the fulfilinent of that 
ſentence, that will diſgrace the memory of 
a brave ſoldier?” 


cc Previous to all farther diſcuſhon,” 
obſerved the Captain, ſternly, “ I might 
demand, who he 1s, and what are his pre- 
tentions, who thus inſolently queſtions me? 
but as ſuch an explanation would require 


more time than I can at preſent allow, 


permit me only to demand, what alterna- 


tive you propoſe.to my perfect ſilence to 


your haughty interrogatories?” 


| The baronet double locked the door, 
and again advancing to the Captain, pre- 


tented 
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ſented him with a card on which his name 
was written, —Pairfax ftarted, the well 


known connection and intimacy lately 


ſubſiſting between his friend and the ba- 


.ronet, alarmed him more than the menac- 


ing manner of his antagoniſt ; but in a mo- 
ment recovering that firmneſs, that on 


every occaſion of emergency marked his 


conduct, and putting on a ſarcaſtic ſmile, 
obſerved, that the knowledge of Sir Sa- 
muel's conſequence had but little effect 
on his determination. 


« Captain Fairfax,” ſaid the baronet, 


ehen you know me better, you will learn 


that 1 am above making uſe of a threat 
either to a known or ſuſpected coward, 
there is a littleneſs in ſuch behaviour which 


1 deſpiſe 
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off 3 my knowledge of you 
may be, in point of moral profligacy, I am 
well aſſured that you are brave; but fo is 
a lion, when gorged in the ruin of the in- 
nocent and helpleſs victims of his ravenous 
appetite, yet is the ſavage not leſs deſerv- 
ing of puniſhment, becauſe he dares turn 
upon thoſe who would ſtop the progreſs 
of his mercileſs rapacity.“ 1 


4 Your polite allegory is a ſufficient 
anſxer to my queſtion,” cried the officer, 
pulling off his hat, and placing it on the 
table, and now, fir, though I could in a 
tew words convince you how much you 
have been impoſed on, and how much I 
am wronged by your ſuſpicions, I ſcorn 


the mediation of words, and : am ready to 
giye 
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give you the ſalisſuction you ſo 0 
require,” 


“ There is a conſequence attending 
ſuch hoſtile deciſion,” obſerved Sir Samuel, 


7 ec equally unpleaſant and n and | 


may {till de avoided 


* 
L 


« Yes, by my owning myſelf a villain!” 


replied the Captain, ironically, “ that you, 
with your known candour and liberality, 


may convey the confeſſion to ſerve fome 
finiſter purpoſe at Wellford Lodge, — tis 
in that quarter that this ſudden venera- 
tion for morality has ariſen; perhaps, your 
diſintereſted generoſity and friendſhip 
brooks not a competitor, and the man 
who has been -diſingenuous enough to 
ſpeak honeſt truths, has, of courſe, become 
the object of indignation and hatred,” 


This 
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This malicious retort rouſed the baro- 
net into rage, and he inſtantly produced a 
brace of piſtols. 


© This is, indeed, replying in a loud 
language,” cried the officer, taking one of 
the piſtols, with an air of unconcern, © but 
before we proceed farther in this deadly 
argument, let me aſk Sir Samuel Belford 
one queſtion in lieu of the many imperti- 
nent ones he has honored me with,—is the 
ruin of Charlotte completed ?” 


„ Heavens!” exclaimed the baronet, 
«what could give riſe to ſuch a queſtion, or 
how is it connected with the preſent buſi- 
neſs ?” 


" Only 
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« Only in ſo far,” returned the Captain, 
preſenting his piſtol, with a confidential 


air, which long practice in. ſuch kind of 


pastime ſanctioned, © as would brace my 


arm with more ſteadineſs to rid the world 
_ of ſuch a meddling ſcoundrel,” 


The baronet deigned no reply they 
taok their ſtations and fired. 


ing back, and dropping his piſtol,“ I am 


foiled at the very weapon, in the manage- 
ment of which I had acquired juch perfec- 


tion.“ 


from falling, and his anger fled with the 


movement, —he ſeated him on a chair, 


and as he ſaw the blood trickle on the 
floor, he forgot the indignation that had 


previouſly 


Curſed 
chance!” exclaimed the Captain, ſtagger- 


The baronet ran to ſupport him 


pre 
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previouſly influenced him, and eagerly 
called for aſſiſtance. 


This exclamation was, indeed, of little 
import, for in a few: moments. the door 
was forcibly opened, and the room filled 
with a croud of ſpectators, 
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CHAP. XXV. 


Perhaps not less entertaining because 
p | ; Ludicrous. 


14 9 ; 


Thar every ball has its commiſſion, is 
the belief and the comfort of the ſoldier 


in the day of battle. The ball, from the 


piſtol ot Captain Fairfax, though directed 
with the utmoſt care of human exactneſs, 
guided perhaps by this deſtiny, miſſed the 


intended object, and paſſing through a 


crevice in the partition that ſeparated the 


apartment from the one adjoining, ſtruck 


the landlord of the houſe, 2 posteriori, juſt 
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on the unlucky moment that he was re- 
covering from a proſtrate, fille de chambre, 
to whom he had been reading a leſſon 


on uſeful ceconomy.—This leaden meſ- 


ſenger, though too much exhauſted in its 
velocity, to eſtabliſh an entrance in the 
buſkin it had thus rudely ſaluted, yet 
made an impreſſion ſo acute, that the 


noiſe, occaſioned by its being ſet- in mo- 


tion, came to the ears of the hoſt, with an 
effect aſtoniſhingly impreſſive, it ſeemed 
a coincidence of alarm which his prudence 
was totally inadequate to cope with, —the 
fall of the modern inſtrument, the guillo- 


ſymptoms of horror that at firſt accompa- 


nied its motion but, in this inſtance of 
ſurpriſe and terror, there was no preſident; 
vox. 11. 3 it 
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it was a kind of primary ſhock, to which * 
1 no probable reſiſtance could apply, pre- ¶ niddl 
1 caution had locked the door, but to have 3 
| opened it on the common principle, would the 
| have required time, which being an arti- . 
| cle the honeſt landlord had not then at his 1 
4 diſpoſal, he vaulted over his pupil, and vhict 
q through the door with one exertion, nor 
q was the demolition of this woodden impe- 'Tþ 


diment the only bad conſequence of this 
ſudden movement; a waiter, whoſe curio- 
ſity had inſtigated him to watch his. maſ- 
ter” s evening amuſement, was, on this in- 
ſtant, peeping through the key hole, and 
conſequently gave the meeting to his em- 
ployer with ſo little advantage to himſelf, 
that he quitted his ſtation, and without. 
taking notes, or even making a ſingle ob- 
| ſeryvation 


\ 
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ſervation on the journey, he arrived in the 


middle of an apartment, not, indeed, ſitu- 
ate exactly on a parallel with that from 


85 the entrance of which he had taken ſo ſud- 
N Len a departure, but lower, by the depth 
is 


of a double flight of ſteps, ſcarcely one of 
which he had touched in his deſcent. 


There oftentimes will reſult, from a ſuc- 
ceſſion of the moſt common occurrences, 
effects at once whimſical and unexpected. 
—The publican, though checked in a 


# trifling degree by the double impediment 
of the door and the waiter, yet followed 

WW the latter with fimilar rapidity, and though 

* us pa 

1 under the neceſſity of performing ſome 

: EE uncouth eyolutions in his progreſs, yet ar- 
ned on the fame ground ſufficiently in 

1 2 3 


12 | time 
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i time to ſee—not the long ſought-after ſa- 
tellite of the planet Venus—but the abſo- 
lute viſibility of his own wife, regaining 
a perpendicular poſture from the horizon. 


of an Iriſh trooper had placed her: —lIt 
was literally a flip on both fides, but ſo 
much was the balance againſt the huſband 
in his own opinion, that he ſtood immoy- 
able with aſtoniſhment,—the firſt part of 
the interlude was ſtill unaccounted for, 
. b but the laſt was ſo plain and convincing, 


. that no hoſt ſince the period that 

| | 00 Mine hoſt o' the garter, 

5 Vas in eſtimation, ever had a more con- 
Al | 


vineing proof of a rib's frailty, or bad it at 


a More 


4 


tal one in which the muſcular perſuaſion 


Ne 
at 


re 
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a more unpropitious moment,—The hero 
who had thus triumphed over the virtue 
of mine hoſteſs, was a champion, whoſe 
proweſs extended farther than the ſimple. 
art of gallantry, and conſequently, with a 
true Tipperary - generoſity, he offered the 


injured party ſatisfaction—at a leſs trying 
period, the huſband in all probability 


would have weighed the propriety of this 
offered reparation previous to its accept- 


ance,—he might, no doubt, have pon- 


dered on the inconvenience of a knock 
down blow, or have entertained his doubts 
on the ſtrict juſtice of adminiſtering cor- 
poreal puniſhment on a ſelf-determined 
verdict, even had the chanceof fulfilling the 
ſentence have been leſs doubtful—but the 


keen ſenſe of his wife's retaliating on his 


I 3 | own 


= 


LAS 
; 4 
5 
#4 
* 
.* 
4 wad 
' 
$4 
4 
5 
14 
id 1 
"i 
*Y 
EY 
7 
N 
5 235 
5 
Ke 
F 
: 
= 
7 
N 
we 
© #1} 
1 
my 
* 
82 
+ 
+ | 
484 
ou 
1 2 
bo 
$ J 
5 
15 
3 
3 
* 
i 


Re. "THE MISTAKE, 

own infidelity, ſo much in his own way, 
had totally baniſhed conſideration, and he 
made inſtant application to the jaws of the 
trooper, who, on his part, loſt no time in 
returning the ſalute, with a truly martial 
air and WN 


Thus, whilſt the Goddeſs of battles, ma- 1 
liciouſly inſtigated theſe champions to 
pummel each other moſt unmercifully, and, 
agreeable to her long eſtabliſhed practice, 
alternately flattered each with her ſmiles, 
the report of the piſtols, as has before been 
ſaid, filled the apartment from whence the 
ſound iflued with a torrent of thoſe whoſe 
eurioſity was not ſatisfied by the rapid 
deſcent of the landlord, but rather on that 
account enoreaſed to its utmoſt pitch. 
Captain 


THE MISTAKE. 3 175 
on | Captain Fairfax, though diſabled and 
he taint from loſs of blood, ſtill preſerved his 
e perfect ſenſes, and though tormented with 
In 


pain and the ſtings of diſcomfiture, had 
loſt none of the raneour of his nature; but, 
on the contrary, the idea of revenge, min« 
gled with the former. ſentiments of ill-will 
he entertained for his conqueror, and en - 


rtial 


and that fund o duplicity ſo long habi- 
tual furniſhed the inſtant means.—An ac- 
euſation againſt the baronet of unfairneſs 
in the tranſaction, he well knew would 


parently tottering on the brink of diffolu- 
tion, particularly when addreſſed to an 
audience who would take the fact from the 
probability, without the trouble of inveſti- 

14 gation, 


gendered a wich for immediate ſatisfaction, 


come. forcibly from the mouth of one ap- | 
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; gation, — not that he intended this ven- 
geance to fall on the head of his adverſary 


was he prepared for a journey to the other 


that his wound, from its ſituation, was not 


counts, his view centred in being able, 


baronet to eſtabliſh a juſt notion of the 
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ſ 


after his own exit from this world, — death 
was a change, with which he had cultivated 
no kind of acquaintanceſhip, and ſo little 


world, that be durſt not even think on its 
commencement—he ſoon found out too, 


one of thoſe termed mortal; on thoſe ac- 


through an inſtant appeal to the feelings 
of the ſpectators, to form ſuch a fund of 
evidence, as would ruin the reputation, 
and invalidate any future attempt of the 


— 


tranſaction. 


In 
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In this ſubtle attack, his ſtory was pow- 


erfully ſeconded by his own ſervant, who, 
long tutored by ſo ſkilful a maſter, wanted 


but a hint, to throw the whole weight of 


his invention into the ſcale, and gave, in 


conſequence, ſuch ponderoſity to the vil- 
lainous tale, as had an immediate effect on 


the paſſions of the bye-ſtanders, a and in- 


fluenced them ſo much, that every attempt. 


of Sir Samuel to vindicate his character, 


proved nugatory. Thus ſituate, and fore- 


ſeeing allo ſtill more diſagreeable conſe- 


quences from ſuch a chain of evidence, in 


the event of the Captain's death, he de- 


| termined to withdraw, and which danger- 


ous taſk he performed, contrary to the 


inclination of thoſe around, who would 


have oppoſed his progreſs had his manner 


1 betrayed 


tuity to the drivers, ſoon rid him from the 


well acquainted as he was with the can- 
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| betrayed leſs ſymptoms of firmneſs, for the 


baronet had an aſpect which, warmed by 


indignation, expreſſed a determination, 


which none chuſed to diſpute, and when 
aided by a piſtol which he held in his 


hand, opened a paſſäge for his immediat 


freedom, and having now no competito! 
in his right to the horſes, a trifling grs- 


danger of being ſuddenly overtaken, 


It was in this retrograde movement, 
that he paſt Edmund, as has been ſtated, 


dour and impartiality of the youth, this 
was an inftance, in which he imagined 
the warmth of his friendſhip toward Fair- 


fax, would give a bias very unfavorable to 
his ſtatement of the melancholy intelli- 


gence 
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rence he had to communicate, unleſs 


prefaced by a period of time, which alone 


could tranquillize his paſſions ſufficiently, 


to diſcriminate between truth' and its 
oppolite, —the viſible change too, which 
for ſome little time previous, he perceived 


in the behaviour of Edmund to himſelf, 


gave force to this ſuppoſition, and deter- 


mined him to avoid a meeting, which 
might turn out to both their diffatis- | 
| factions, if not to ſomething more ſerious 


and dangerous. The behaviour of Ed- 


mund, and the wild fury which he could. 
diſtinguiſh in his face, gave force to theſe 


ſuggeſtions, and determined him to fly 
a flight which terminated as he wiſhed, 


and he ſoon after reached the houſe of a 


friend, where he was in perfect ſecurity. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


Quickness of invention not always laude 
bly applied. 
A 8 had now dreſted the wound 
of Captian Fairfax, and confirmed his own 
previous opinion, that little immediate 
danger was to be apprehended, —The 
ſcheme he had planned for effectually ſe- 
curing his intereſt at Wellford Lodge, ſo 
far from being thwarted, ſeemed now only 
ſecured in its effect by this event, ſo for- 
midable an enemy being by it drove into 
WI exile, and an opportunity 
thereby 
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thereby furniſhed for completely triumphs - 
ing over the fair character he had eſta- 


| bliſhed, The unfavorable impreſſion 


which, he now concluded, had been made 


by the diſcovery of the black affair of the 
' Thompſons, deprived of the melancholy 


caſt which the ſentimental turn of the ba- 
ronet could not fail to have given it, might 
now be twiſted into a ſimple narrative, by 
aid of that ſubtilty ſo familiar to him, or 
even turned to his own advantage, by the 


proper introduction of circumſtances, to 


which Edmund was as yet a ſtranger— 
not that he felt himſelf perfectly caſy un- 
der the recollection of an act ſo unworthy 


the dignity of a human being, habitude 


with tranſactions diametrically oppoſed to 
-what is morally right, cannot, at all times, 


af 
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if even vad by the moſt ſophiſtical ar- 
guments, filence that monitor, planted in 
the human boſom by the all wiſe hand of 
Providence.—The conduct he had lately 
purſued, though not, perhaps, culpable in 
the ſtrict eye of the law to any dangerous 
extent, was yet ſo flagrant a breach of all 
that is held honorable or juſt amongſt ſo- 


ciety, that be ſhrunk back at the idea of 


inveſtigation, and attempted, without ef- 
fect, to regulate the acrimony of his 
thoughts by a compariſon between the 


preſent and former acts of atrocity, till 


now almoſt forgot, or, at leaſt, rendered 
inſignificant to the recollection. | 


It was in this humour, that the idea of 


writing to his friend ſuggeſted itſelf. —The 


apparent 
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apparent ſymptoms of danger, he well 


knew would ſtrongly ſanction that hypo- ; 


criſy, by which he intended to lure him to 


his purpoſe, and would open. every pore 


of that ſenſibility ſufficiently to bias the 
mind, and ſtamp fiction with the ſem- 
blance of ſincerity and truth, 


Eis groom, who like the faithful do- 
meſtic of Lord Southby, had been trained 


to that uſeful attention that beſt ſuited 
the purpoſe of his maſter, was ready to 


act his part in the drama of deception, 


and being intruſted with the letter, would, 
no doubt, on his arrival at Wellford Lodge, 
have tacked to it ſuch hints from his on 
ſagacity, as would have materially added 
to its energy; but the meeting with Mr. 

Southby 
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li Southby on the road, rendered this in- 
tention nugatory ; the impreſſion he ſaw 


| made by the epiſtle itſelf, ſurpaſſing any 
attempt of his to add to its force, | 


digreſſion.— Edmund was conducted to 
1. the ſide of the bed where Fairfax lay, 
but fixed his ſunk eyes on him, without 
mov ing the ſmalleſt ſymptoms of recollee- 


A 
if tion, 
| : 
1 
U 


Edmund,“ do you not know me?” cried 
treacherous of late,“ replied Edmund, 
T think, you are one, once Roa to * 


heart, though I cannot hit of your name,” 


Fairfax, 


g | . 
17 Jo return from this long, but neceſſary 


the captain. My memory has become 


with his eyes full of inattention: “ Yet, 
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— 


F I Fairfax, aſtoniſhed, exclaimed, © Good 
y heavens! my wound muſt have diſ- 
ordered my ſenſes, nothing elſe can ac- 
count to me for the name of Fairfax be · 
ing forgot by Edmund Southby.“ 


| The youth repeated the name, © Fair- 
fax, was indeed my friend, —but he is 
dead—nay, they tell mc, he was killed 
moſt unfairly; —had he lived they durſt 
not have uſed me thus; but there is no 
friendſhip now, —and this world is- not. | | 
worth living. in.“ 


Fairfax, ſtill more aſtoniſhed, enquired 
of thoſe around the cauſe of ſuch 'be- 
haviour, but a deep filence pervaded the 

whole, and increaſed his amazement, — | 
e 
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Do you know,” ſaid Edmund; after 
a pauſe, © that I have found out, how 


much I have been impoſed on.”—The 
captain turned pale. By my own ſim- 


plicity,” added Edmund,—* yet know- 
ledge does not make a man happy.—lI was 


more tranquil in ignorance, for then I 
| imagined myſelf beloved and reſpected; 


and when Charlotte, with an aſpect ſo 
benign, ſo modeſt, and ſo tranſporting, 
called me her friend, —her Edmund,—and 


with actions ſo bewitching, reſted her head 


on this boſom, and wet my hand with her 
warm tears, I felt ſenſations, ſuch as the 
bleſt enjoy in paradiſe; and to have 
doubted her ſincerity, would have been to 
doubt that truth and virtue were the fa- 
yourite offerings to Omuipotence.” | 
| « And 


\ 


iv 


\F 
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65 ani why doubt the fincerity of 
Charlotte now?” demanded the Captain, 
with an n not at all counter- 
* 


4 Becauſe, »—replied Edmund, the 


"ſyſtem of nature has become vile, and that 


which wont to be pure and ſpotleſs, is 
changed to impurity and groſs corruption. 
I could even cry over this fad falling of — 
but my head is fo burnt up, that I have 
not a tear left e e and 


| 


The wild vivacity of feature, which ac- 
companied this reply, too ſtrongly diſ- . 
cloſed the mental diſorder, to be longer 
doubted by Captain Fairfax but the ſor- 

row 
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row he might have felt, on this occaſion, 
Was powerfully mitigated by his being, 
from ſuch diſcovery, relieved from the 
apprehenfion he at firſt entertained of 
being ſuſpected by one whom he had in- 
jured, and from whoſe reſeritment he had 
2 every thing to dread ;—in conformity too, 
with that wonderful facility with which he 
could turn every occurrence to his purpoſe, 
this unexpected delirium. furniſhed an 
immediate opportunity for vindicating his 
character to the old ſoldier, whom he re- 
cognized in the room, and whoſe feelings 
he conceived were wound up to his pur- 
poſe, and his expreſſions of ſorrow were 
; 4 in conſequence ſuited to the occaſion. | 
I. [ - ce And as for you, my good old man, 
3 cried he, turning his on him, with a well 


feigned 
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feigned (ympathy, 4 you will from this ao- 
knowledge, that you are not alone unfor- 
tunate; and when thus you view the bitter 
cup of fate making its rapid circle, you 
will learn to diſtinguiſh between the rea] 

and ſuppoſed promoters of your affection; 


. —you have thought me your greateſt 


enemy, and have endeavoured to retaliate, 
by injuring me with my deareſt friends, 
but you will be ſorry when reflection 
comes and tells you, that he who did you 


wrong I mean, him whom you imagined | 


wronged you, expiated the crime by his 
blood, yet, in his laſt moments, tendered 


you forgiveneſs as the inſtigator,” 


«© Heaven forbid | that I ſhould bear 


now 
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now held out to him ;—* it is but alittle 
while that I have to lament the loſs I have 
ſuffered, and equally ſhort is the ſpace 
between me and that period, when I ſhall 
ſtand in need of ſo much forgiveneſs my- 
ſelf.—And if I could but reconeile my 


mind to the i ignominy of my poor ſon's 
funeral | 


M On this ſcore, you may make your- 
ſelf perfectly eaſy,” —ſaid the officer, in- 
terrupting him.—* I have effectually uſed 
my intereſt, and the honors due to the 
honeſt ſoldier have been granted him—T 
want no thanks—had he lived I might 
havedeſerved them ;—for know, that when 
your ſon died, I had his free pardon in 
my pocket,” 
Now 
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Now, although this laſt piece of in- 


- formation was not quite ſo correſpondent. 

© with truth as ſome ſicklers for this old. 

n faſhioned attribute might inſiſt on, yet 
the firſt part was ſtrictly ſo, for it Dad 

6 long been his maxim to carry miſchief no 

* farther than it anſwered his purpoſes, nor 


ever to omit an opportunity of appearing 
generous, when ſuch could be practiſed 
without injuring his intereſt. This act of 
apparent goodneſs coſt him nothing more 
than a few letters, and it would have been 
folly to have overlooked it. The ſame 
want of difficulty attended his reſcuing, 
the unhappy Anne from want or farther 
infamy. The lady of a gentleman of high 
rank in whoſe good graces he ſtood well, 
wanted but an opportunity to. oblige him, 
and to have declined recommending Anne 
to 
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now held out to him; “ it is but a little 


while that J have to lament the loſs I have 
ſuffered, and equally ſhort is the ſpace 


between me and that period, when I ſhall 
ſtand in need of ſo much forgiveneſs my- 
ſelf, —And if I could but reconcile my 


mind to the ignominy of my nou ſon's 


fi uneral— 


* On this ſcore, you may make your- 


ſelf perfectly eaſy,” —ſaid the officer, in- 
terrupting him.—* I have effectually uſed 


my intereſt, and the honors due to the 
honeſt ſoldier have been granted him—T 
want no thanks—had' he lived I might 
have deſerved them ;—for know, that when 
your ſon died, I had his * pardon in 


my pocket. F | 
Now 
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Now, although this laſt piece of in- 
formation was not quite ſo correſpondent 
with truth as ſome ſticklers for this old 


faſhioned attribute might inſiſt on, yet. 


the firſt part was ſtrictly ſo, for it Bad 
long been his maxim to carry miſchief no 


_ farther than it anſwered his purpoſes, nor 


ever to omit an opportunity of appearing 
generous, when ſuch could be practiſed 


without injuring his intereſt. This act of 


apparent goodneſs coſt him nothing more 
than a few letters, and it would have been 
folly to have overlooked it. The ſame 


want of difficulty attended his reſcuing, 


the unhappy Anne from want or farther 
infamy. The lady of a gentleman of high 
rank in whoſe good graces he ſtood well, 
wanted but an opportunity to oblige him, 
and to have declined recommending Anne 
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to her protection would have been a folly 
no wiſe applicable to him ; he had there- 
fore performed theſe good offices, and 
now prided himſelf as much on their ac- 


compliſhment as if his own previous miſ- 


conduct had not rendered them neceſſary; 
but to whatſoever motives theſe acts were 
to be attributed, they were equally grati - 
fying to the old man, and, forgetting his 
; anger, he returned thanks with a warmth 
and ſincerity, which at leaſt teſtified the 
goodneſs of his own heart; if it had no 
good effect on the obdurate one of the 


Captain. 


Edmund had now ſeated himſelf ﬀ—he 
had taken from his pocket the letter from 
Charlotte, and as he looked on it, a tran- 
ſient gleam of reflection illumed his bo- 


ſom. 
6 All 


1 


„ 
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« All ſeems artleſs and full of ſimpli- 
city,” uttered he, with a ſigh, ſuch was 
once the angel who wrote it.“ Once ” 
repeated he, with a melancholy cadence, 
« jg ſhe not ſo now ?—No—no, elſe am 1 
miſerable indeed. —Speak villain !” ex- 
claimed he, ſtarting up, and graſping 
Fairfax by the throat, in a ſudden parox- 
iam of rage, * prove your dn d inſi- 


nuations, or I will ſacrifice you to the 
memory of my poor loſt girl.” The peo - 
ple in the room ran to interſere, but their 


interference was rendered of little uſe, 
by the noiſy entrance of a gentleman, 
who, without any ceremony, laid-hold on 
Edmund, and ſeated him again in a 
chair, 
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CHAP, XXVII. 


An easy way to parry off Discomfort. 


Tun ſun had long paſt its meridian 
ſplendour, and ſcarcely gilded the weſtern 
horizon with its declining rays, when the 
valet of Lord Southby ventured a ſecond 
time to diſpel the heavy ſlumber of his 


maſter. It was, indeed, ſome hours paſt WW 
that period which the rage of faſhion has 
fixed as the propereſt for stirring ; yet ſo P. 
little did his lordſhip feel inclined to ſub- - 
ſcribe to this modern rule of propriety, 
that he opened his eyes in that kind of 

- humour 


rl, 


lian 
ern 
the 
nd 
his 


as 
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humour expreſſed by the griſtly bear, 
when rouſed from ſleep by the ſudden ap- 
proach of the venturous huntſſan;—Nay, 
had Larkins ſtumbled, like Daniel, into 
the Lion's den, and diſturbed the filence 
of the voracious inhabitants, he could 
not have provoked a more inſtantaneous 
or diſcordant grumbling ! 


The truſty valet, in conſequence, to 
uſe an elegant modern expreſſion, found 
it neceſſary to brusk ; and Lord Southby 


quitted his couch, amidſt an extempore 


ſoliloquy, in which he endeavoured to 
prove the extreme laxity of the human 
conſtitution, which deprived' a man the 
pleaſure of getting drunk over night with- 
out being ſubjected to the mortification 

1 2 of 
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of a head-ach in the morning. Two let- 
ters lay on his table unopened; but who, 
of any degree of refinement knows not, 
that nobody but a quiz would condeſcend 
to peruſe ſuch abominable buſineſs-looking 
things as letters before breakfaſt, —'tis ſo 
confoundedly boarish and outree ;—he 
twiſted, therefore, theſe cpiſtles with ap- 
propriate contempt, and agreeable to his 
noticed ſingularity, thruſt them into his 
fob, and by the ſame rule of propriety, 
threw his watch under the grate—but this 
miſtake was of little importance in his then 
way of thinking ; he would, with equal in- 
difference, have placed his whole family 
in a ſimilar ſituation, had the thing been 
poſſible the truth was, he was at vari- 
ance with every thing but himſelf, to whom, 


On 
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on all occaſions, he ſhewed a diſtinguiſhed 
partiality, nor, did it add much to his 


tranquillity, when hts ſervant returning, 


preſented his coffee, prefaced by the ſtory 
of his brother and Charlotte's certain de- 
parture from Wellford Lodge. 


To one of his Lordſhips turn of reaſon- 
ing, it was of very little importance whe- 
ther the lady was gone under the protec- 
tion of his brotheror of Sir Samuel Belford, 
the event being equally oppoſed to his 
hopes, andequally mortitying to his conſe- 

quence.— The departure of Lady South- 
by, though attended by cireumſtances not : 
altogether of the molt pleaſant caſt, had 
ſomehow or other ſunk her conſiderably 
in his opinion; but the ſudden movement 
K 3 | "; + oo 
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of Charlotte increaſed his love, as the pro- 
bability of his ſucceſs became leſſened, and 
his pride, though ſeverely hurt, ſo far from 
anducing an immediate abandonment of 
nis purſuit, only drove from his imagina- 
tion thoſe obſtacles, which prudence ought 
to have collected from the procedure as it 
then appeared; to obtain by force, what 
his inclination ſtrongly prompted, was a 
meaſure gratifying to the bent of his gene- 
ral temper, and ſtill more ſo in its preſent 
turbulent ſituation, and required but little 
diſcuffion in its adjuſtment,—In conſe- 
quence, the moment a chaiſe could be 
procured, he ſat off in purſuit, ſo wrapt up 
with the thoughts of ſpeedy revenge, that 
what the objects of his purſuit ſuffered, 
or might ſuffer from his imprudent raſh- 
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neſs, never once ſuggeſted an unpleaſant 
idea, | 


pro. 
„and 


Tom 


— 


His expedition was ſuch that he arrived 
at the inn, where Fairfax lay, a few mi- 
nutes after his brother, but finding, on 
enquiry, that Charlotte was not of the 
party, he entered the fick room, as has 
already been ſaid, in a tolerable good 
humour. a 


« Keep peace, upon your lives; 
« He dies that strikes again !** 

% What's the matter?” exclaimed he, 
as he ſo ſeaſonably interfered, but, before 
he received any reply, his attention was 
attracted by the appearance of a perſon 
for whom he entertained the higheſt re- 
ſpect, and to whom he at all times payed 

K 4 proper 


200 THE MISTAKE, 

proper homage and reverence.—Tt wat 
the image of himſelf, which an oppoſite 
| glaſs reflected, not with that advantage 
he could have wiſhed, — 
4 Eyen ſuch a man, ſo faint, ſo ſpiritleſs, 
© So dull, ſo dead in look, ſo woe-begone, 


«© Drew Priarn's curtain in the dead of night, 
And would have told him half his Troy was burn'd, 


He quoted as he qui tted his brother, 
and approached to certify the reality of 


his appearance.“ Gracious! how pale 
I am—and have, as I hope to be ſaved, 
got a plumper under the left peeper —1 
| ſhall be laughed to death, and quite out 
of countenance on my return to town,— 
and yet egad, my phiz is none of the 
moſt -variable,—do you think it is, Ed- 
mund Now what an incorrigible fellow 


thou art not to d—n me, not to anſwer 
Y 
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ſo civil a queſtion—yet, now I think on't, 
J have been told that you are at times, 
ge non- compos mentis; and I am as mad as 
thou, for putting ſuch a ſerious matter to 
thy conſideration.“ His lordſhip was pro- 
ceeding, when Fairfax interrupted him by 
gently hinting that he was preſent.— 
6c My dear fellow,” returned Southby, 
half turning round, and immediately re- 
ſuming his previous poſture, * I beg you 
ten thouſand pardons—but who the d—1 


would have thought to have found you 


"= 


SE 


laid up a 2 la winding sheet, in this forlorn 
and: beggarly part of the iſland. | 


} 


| Fairfax entered into the circumſtances 
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of his fituation at ſome length, to which 
Southby liſtened. with a half kind of at- 
he K 5 tention, 


— 
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tention, the other half being beſtowed 


but | 

on the review of his own perſon, —— char 
„And ſo!” cried he, when the Captain | ſym 
had finiſhed, © here again we have this | wit! 
damned baronet,—I do, on my ſoul, de- con 
teſt that fellow, and would rejoice at your ſom 
exit from this raſcally world, becauſe it ver 
would afford me the gratification of ſee- wh 
Ing the ſcoundrel dangle; for in the event dre 
of your death, if the thing be not mur- | {ec 
der, why, what the plague is it ?” let 

. | be 

Now, although the Captain would have fr 
rejoiced as much as any man at the cir- ' W 
cumſtance of Sir Samuel's exhaltation, in tl 
the way alluded to by his lordſhip, yet 
being by no means ambitious of furniſh- b 
0 


ing in his own perion the means, he felt 
but 


* 
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but little inclined to gratitude from the 
charitahle wiſh, which conveyed no great 
ſymptom of friendſhip to himſelf, mingled 
with its hatred towards his enemy, and 


e conſequently, was about to reply with 
Ir ſome acrimony, had he not bcen pre- 
t vented by the ſ adden emotion of Southby, 
- WU who having, in the general ſurvey of his 


_ dreſs, miſſed his watch, and in the con- 
ſequent ſearch after it, pulled out the two 
letters which, as has been mentioned, had 
been depoſited in its ſtead :—the firſt was 
from his father, which after twirling about 
whilſt he indulged himſelf in a loud whiſ- 


tle, he put it with all duteous reſpec, un- 


opened into his pocket, but the ſecond 
being wrote in the well known characters 
of his tutor and confidant—he broke the 
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ſeal with an accompanying note of ex: 

clamation, and ſeated himſelf to peruſe it, 

It was wrote in conſequence of Southby's 

. application, and as its contents materially 

illuſtrate ſome darkened parts of theſe me- 

mwmoirs, we will, without heſitation or pre- 
face, lay them before the reader. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


A Letter more gratifying to the Reader, 


than to him to whom it was written, 


« My Dear Lord, 


6 | | | 

| Torx it hath long been a matter 
of extreme aſtoniſhment to me, to con- 
ſider with what wonderful avidity thou 
ever haſt collected the moſt obnoxious opi- 
nions that float around, in order to form 
to thyſelf a ſyſtem diametrically oppoſed 
to that which tendeth to thy own advan- 


tage. It is, therefore, well, that the plea- 


ſure I always derive from peruſing any 


thing 
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thing of your production, of however 


diſmal a complexion it may be, ſerves to 


palliate the natural antipathy I entertain 


for what is wrong and diſſipates thoſe par- 


ticles of deteſtation, which your unprin- 
. cipled ſtyle would otherwiſe convey, in 
the preſent inſtance this bias fortunately 


holds, elſe would my anſwer to your epiſ- 


tle, now before me, contain nothing but 
ſtrictures of ſcyerity, and comments on thy 
extravagant profligacy,. 

« Heavens! what an ungracious young 
man, as your papa wont to ſay, —aſter all 
my care and aſſiduity, with a view to in- 
Kill into tby mind precepts of morality 
the pureſt and moſt plauſible, and above 


all, after the example of prudence, and 


unblemiſhed 
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unblemiſhed conſiſtency, ſet by me, in 
propria persona, continually before you ; 
thus to tamper with the ſupreme law of 
religion, and even preſume to vindicate 
thy vile, thy diabolical attempt on the 
virtue of thy own fitter, —nay, adduce 
ſuch vindication to me ;—albeit thou 
knoweſt me the adorer of decoram and 
propriety, and the moſt profound and in- 
exorable enemy to their oppoſites —Here 
is a field for the exerciſe of the philoſo- 
phical fickle,—an exuberance of extrava- 
gance for the pruning-hook of ſagacity, 
end an inexhauſtible fund for the grand 
diſplay of ſuperior ability ; but knowing, 
as I do, that thou delighteſt not in things 
either ſublime, virtuous, or beautiful, I 
will forego an opportunity ſo enchanting, 
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ſo appropriate to the ſacredneſs of my 


function, and deſcending from the cli- 


max of eccleſiaſtical fervor, —write to 
you in a way that may beſt aſſimulate with 
the groſſneſs of thy ideas, and convey to 
your underſtanding, uninterrupted by the 


purer idioms of learning, the information 


you ſolicit. 


« Know then, for thy comfort, when 
I mentioned the ſubſtantive sister, pro- 


priety ſhould have prefixed the adjective 


auppositious, for, be thou aſſured, that this 
ſame Charlotte, whatever thy mother 
thought proper to advance or actually be- 


lieved to the contrary, has not one par- 
ticle of the blood of the Southby's in her 
veins, nor one jot of that conſanguinity, 
that 


ng AY — — 
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that would, if in her poſſeſſion, ſtamp 
thy paſſion with a name far more obnoxi- 
ous than what has hitherto marked thy 
intrigues, Having now your father's per- 
miſſion to diſcloſe to you, the myſtery of 
this long concealed tranſaction, and my 
own inclination tending ſtrongly towards 
your worldly, as well as future comfort, 


I preſent you with the ſtory, without 
comment or alteration, 


« Some eighteen years ago, the Earl of 


Wellford, returning home on foot, and | 


unattended, from a tavern party, was fa. 
miliarly accoſted by a young girl, with a 
child in her arms ;—warmed with wine, 
and full of more than ordinary good hu- 
mour, his ordſhip ſtopt,—the looks and 
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the manner. of the lady pleaſed bim, and 


the urchin ftretching forth its little arms, 


in an attitude of ſolicitation, he took it 
and preſſed it to his boſom with all the 


fondneſs imaginable; ſoon, however, tired 
of ſuch exerciſe, he turned to deliver the 


infant again to its nurſe, accompanied, 
no doubt, by a gratuity ſuitable to the 


occaſion, but he might have ſaved himſelf 


the trouble.—The girl had yaniſhed, nor 


did a ſingle animate being, beſides him- 


ſelf and the child, appear in the ſtreet, ex- 


, cept the drowſy watchman,who occupied a 


box in the vicinity, might be claſſed 
33 2 

under ſuch denomination. To this guar- 

dian of the peace, your father addreſſed 


himſelf, offering at once the infant and 


the glittering accompanyment to his ac- 
ceptance. 
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ceptance.—The fellow took the money, 
but as to the child—it was an article by 
no means in his -line of traffic, and the 
perſuaſions, or even threats, made uſe of 
by his lordſhip, would have been juſt as 
effectual if they bad been addreſſed to 
the lantern, that diverge a glimmering 
light before him.——* Don't you believe 
it,” obſerved the watchman, and added to 


this piece of advice an intimation ſtill leſs 


reliſhing,—namely, an intention of a 
ſpeedy conveyance to the watch-houſe 
of your father and the brat he carried.— 
Not at this inſtant conſidering how far 
this introduction could add to the luftre 
of rank, he already held in ſociety, nor 
even in the ſmalleſt degree forſaken by 
that fund of good humour fo conſpicu- 

ouſly 
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_ ouſly diſtinguiſhable in his character, 
the Earl preſſed the infant to his boſom, 
which, in return, returned the careſs by 
throwing its little arms round his neck, 
The child ſeemed pleaſed, — And 
why ſhould not I be pleaſed alſo,” ſaid 
your father, as he walked off. Many 
a huſhand has had an infinite deal more 
trouble and anxiety in bringing a brat to 
ſach maturity—but 1 believe none with 
leſs,” 


ce It was but a ſhort walk to a houſe, where 


his Lordſhip was well known, and where 
bis liberal way of conducting himſelf, had 
tecured the landlady's warmeſt intereſt and 
partiality—with this lady he depoſited his 
infantile burthen, and by her directions 


the 
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the farther arrangement of the buſineſs was 
conducted. Charlotte, for ſuch was the 
name the child had been introduced, in 


the firſt inſtance, to the notice of your fa- 


ther, was placed under the care of a cot- 


tager in the near vicinity of London, and a 


fund ſufficient for her future ſupport and 


accommodation, was generouſly * 


ated By his Lordſhip. 


“ There is, my dear Lord, a kind of 
floating curioſity in the world, that ſeldom 


permits the moſt ſecret action to remain 


for any conſiderable time in the chaos of 


oblivion ; and, in conſequence, this circum- 


ſtance, though conducted with every ne- 


ceſſary privacy, was ſoon brought forward 
as the momentary topic of the upper cir- 


cles, 
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- Ld , 


cles, without being accompanied with all 
the facts neceſſary. to ſet his Lordſhip's 
conduct in a proper point of view; on the 


contrary, his character ſuffered ſeverely by 
the conſtruction put on it by the cenſori- 
ous part of the community;—and one of 


thoſe very good natured friends, who are 


ever on the watch to communicate what 


gives pain and uneaſineſs, conveyed this 


Intelligence, with a few ſagacious addi- 
tions and comments, to the ear of Lady 
Wellford. 


Nov, foraſmuch, as your good mother 


had, on many occaſions, but too much rea- 


ſon to doubt the fidelity of the Earl, the 


| report of his paternal affinity to the child 
was the more readily credited, and when 
ſhe 


A 
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ſhe gently taxed him with the faux paus, 


he replied, in ſuch a careleſs and evaſive : 


manner, that her belief of his criminality 


was confirmed, and according to her paſ- 


ſive diſpoſition, all the reſtitution for this 


ſeeming breach of nuptial rectitude, was a 
ſtipulation, that Charlotte ſhould be put 
under her own care and protection, pro- 
miſing, on her part, to endeavour to do 
away the general idea of his guilt, by every 
means in her power. — The meaſures ſhe 
on this occaſion purſued, you are already 
acquainted with, at leaſt are fo, if your 


Lordſhip has taken time to peruſe the pa- 


per left by Lady Wellford, and which has 


been ſo lately, and ſo feelingly commented 


on by your brother in his letters, under the 


miſtaken idea of his near conſanguinity to 


the 
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the young Lady.— This error of your mo- 
ther, though attended with ſo much bene- 
fit to Charlotte, has been unfortunate to 


the peace of Edmund.—Your father, how- 
ever, conjures you, to keep the diſcovery 


juſt made from your brother's knowledge; 
his love, on ſuch a knowledge, might lead 
him to the commiſſion of an act highly 


derogatory to the dignity of his rank, and 


other connexions, to which etiquette, his 
boyish ſufferings muſt not be put in com- 


petition. 


« Your perfect filence, therefore, on 
this ſubje&, perhaps not ineffectually aided 


by the interference you inſinuate as your 


intention, will beſt teſtify your reſpect for 
your father's opinion, and the intereſt you 
yourſelf 


yourſe 


family 


Ce ] 
poſt o 
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yourſelf take in the preſervation of your 
family honor and conſequence, 


e Lord Wellford writes you by this 
poſt on a ſubject of a very unpleaiant come 
plexion, but a ſuhject, ſo neceſſary to be 
diſcuſſed that, I truſt, it will meet your 
moſt conſiderate attention. 


Ever my dear Lord's j 
faithful and obedient Servant, 
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T. JENNINGS." | 
& Here is a canting hypocrite!” eried Þ 
Southby, elevating his tone, to give ade- J\ 7 
quate force to the encomium about to be | y 
beſtowed on his reverend correſpondent; l 12 
but Larkins at this moment entering, poſt- 1 
VOL, II. L poned 
4 
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poned for the preſent his intention, by 
informing him that a, gentleman in the 
next room, demanded to ſpeak with him. 
& Let the fellow call again in a week,” 
ſaid Southby ; with the idea of à ercditor 


thruſting itſelf. into his thoughts, —The 
valet undeceived him in this particular, 


and, in a whiſper, communicated ſome- 
thing which in an inſtant ſeperated his 


| Lordſhip from his ſeat, and conveyed him 


to the next apartment ;—ſome people 


might have held with themſelves a tri- 


fling conſultation on the ſtrict propriety of 
this movement, but. his Lordſhip held 
conſiderate aclion in contempt, and in 
moſt of his determinations adopted the 
maxim of the worthy Major O'Flahariy, 
decided firſt, and reaſoned on its pro- 
priety afterwards. 


& Your 


81 


ec 


Ur 
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ec Your name,” ſaid the ſtranger, (as 
Southby went whiſtling into the room,) 
tc js Lord Southby?' — 4 


„ This wonderful piece of information 
1 could have given you,” obſerved his 
Lordſhip. 


« Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo!" 


« Mine is no jeſting buſineſs !” ſaid 
the gentleman, | 


Nor mine, I promiſe you,” cried 
Southby, quickly, © and ſo being mutu- 


ally ſerious, egad, the ſooner we get clear 


of one another the better.” 


The ſtranger ſcrewed into his aſpect a 
portion of unuſual acrimony, and ſtalking 


L 2 uy 


1 
1 — 


a Pe ME . - 
— F4 b * 


3 
* 


— — 

3 bg . 
. * = Ah 
* 


= —— . — - — 
* as — _— OT OO 2 * 3 +> 


220 THE MISTAKE. 


up with much majeſty cloſe to his ad- 


verſary, demanded whether he was in- 
clined to make ſome conceſſion for the 
groſs affront offered to his ſiſter ? 


& Your ſiſter, was it?“ cried Southby, 
«ron my honor, I was in hopes the lady 


had been your wife ;—the thing would 
have been doubly agreeable—1 love to do 
a generous act, and would have felt gra- 


tified in impregnating your humble line 


with the blood of * 


Such impertinent buffoonery will not 
anſwer your purpoſe,” cried the ſtranger, 


"1 have followed you to obtain ſatiſ- 
faction. 


6% And 


* 
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e And thou ſhalt have it, my good fel- 
low,” ſaid Southby, interrupting him, © I 
am mightily fond of a man of ſpirit, and 
love to encourage him.—Larkins, hand 
me my horse piſtols, and then double 
lock the door. 


«© The grave doth gape, and doating death is near; 
% Therefore exhale?” 


The ſtranger felt conſiderably cooled, 


there was a melancholy idea attached to 
the bare name of the grave, and there 


was a degree of reſolution, mingled with the 
indiſeretion of his Lordſhip, which he 
had neither time nor inclination to inveſ- 
tigate, and he began to imagine more 
real danger was to be apprehended from 
the careleſs indifference of his opponent, 
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in regard to the ſolicited rencontre, than 
if the moſt deliberate wie of every 
circumſtance had taken place : add to 
this \\mptoni f pacific my Lar- 
kins, \ ith an officious promptitude, pro- 
duced the miſſive weapons, whoſe exten- 
five caliber, ſeerned not altogether well | 
adapted for the limited ſpace deſtined for = 
the ſcene of action. 


l 


Tad Scuthby 4 ſnatched one of theſe. 
piſtols, i in a manner truly cavalier ; and 
Jef red the other to be delivered to the 
gentleman ; no preſent could haye car- 
ried with it a leſs portion of cordiality, 


and the ſtranger received it with a tre- 
mulous ſpecies of gratitude, 1 


je 


& Your 


to I 
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* Your Lordſhip has given no anſwer 


to my propoſal ;” ſaid the gentleman. 


« But I mean to do it,” returned South- | 
by, examining the priming. as he ſpoke, 
* and egad it ſhall be conveyed in a loud 


language, and carry with it an uncom- 1 


mon weighty argu ment.—Larkins vou 
may leave us, and pray take care that no- 
body diſturbs the ſolemnity of our medi- 
You „ fog you have a fiter—I 
am 8 on it.“ (Here he took aim at 
the head of the po he reh 1 


tations. 


„44 


rous action, nia fo, an J Fig quoted 
you, my good friend, out o'the world, 
like a * shove-groat hilling, e ſicter 
ſhall be mine on my own terms.“ 
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Beſore, however, his Lordſhip touches 
the trigger, whoſe fatal motion would no 
doubt have diſpatched the ſtranger to 
the ſhades of endleſs night, or in its fai- 


jure have produced a paſs-port for his 


own departure from the ſtage of morta- 


lity, it will be paying the reader no more 


than a neceſſary compliment, juſt to hint 


at the cauſe that had produced ſo war- 

like an eclairciſſement. els 
Be it therefore known, that on the 
evening of the ſame day, in which Lord 
Southby ſet out in purſuit of Charlotte, 
he entered the yard of a certain inn, at 
the ſame time with the gentleman juſt left 
in ſo truly critical a fituation, and who at 
that time had under his protection a young 
| lady, 


THE MISTAKE, 225 


lady, poſſeſſed of a more than common 


rally ſecure the admiration. of the be- 
holder. The capacity of his Lordſhip 
took in too extenſive a ſcope to be con- 
fined to the minutie of a fingle paſſion, 


and although his inclination for ſome days 
had ſo ſtrongly inclined towards Miſs 
\ Southby ;—nay, he had repeatedly ſwore 
that he never had been ſo d—nably in for 


it; yet the ſudden blaze of this new illu- 


minary ſo dazzled the whole ſyſtem of 
his paſſions, that Charlotte became nearly 
abſorbed in the commotion, nor did the 


object of this new flame ſecm inſenſible to 


the force of outward attractions; the ele- 


gant perſon of Southby, paſſed not un- 
1 noticed, 


portion of thoſe outward embelliſhments, 


that ſometimes produce love, but gene- 
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noticed, and à few glances were inter- 
changed, that ſeemed to invite a farther 
explanation. A man of his Lordfhip's 
intriguing turn, nnn when aided 
by o experienced an affiſtant as Larking, 
could not remain long without accom!- 


pliſhing a an opportunity mutually wiſhed 


for, | The conductor of the female Hail 


gone to ſome little diſtance to ſec a friend. 
Larkins' took an immediate advantage of 
this abſence, ingratiated himſelf with the 
waiting maid, purloined a pocket book, 


and, on pretence of having accidentally 


picked it up in the paſſage, furniſhed' a 
tolerable excuſe for his Lord's introduc- 


tion, in order to return it to the real 


owner. Lord Southby's mode of paying 
his addreſſes, being fitly enough ſuited to 


the 
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# 14 


the meridian of the fair one s notions on 
the ſubject, the warmih of his proteſta- 
tions were imputed to the. ardency of his 
love, and the patience, and even pleaſure 
with which ſhe ſubmitted to liſten to ſuch 
faſhionable nonſenſe, was aptly conſtrued 
by him as the ſtrongeſt teſtimonials of 
partiality and kindling : affection : in fine, 
this ſhort {ete-a-tete ended in ſomething 
like a poſitive threat, on the part of the 
nobleman, that he would return to renew 
the delectable converſation, the moment 
he could do fo with ſafety to her reputa- 
tion; and with a declaration, on the part 
of the lady, which had ſome appearance 
of being equally ſincere, that ſuch an at- 
tempt would be attended with the moſt 
fruitleſs conſequence, On the ſide. of 
5 Lord 
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Lord Southby, there was certainly an in- 
tention to put his infinuation in execu- 
tion, and his truſty valet had no ſooner 
informed him that the lady had retired to 
her bed chamber; and that every impedi- 
ment was removed, than he determined 
to put her aſſurance to the trial. 


The door was unlocked, whether from 
the negligence of the maid, the influence 
of Larkins, or from any neceſſary want 
of caution in the lady herſelf, were mat- 
ters equally fayourable to Southby in the 
firſt inſtance ;—he gently opened it, and 
ſaw the object of his deſire reading in 
bed. Thus attacked by ſurpriſe, the fair 
one, like an able commander, when un- 


able to repel the invading enemy, throws 


every 
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every impediment in the way of his ap- 
proach, which the urgency of the caſe 
wilt admit; ſhe inſtantly extinguiſhed 


the candle, and with a ſcream, the gen- 


tleneſs of which might have rendered its 


true interpretation a token of fear ra- 
ther than deteſtation, thrunk under the 


clothes. 


Southby, no way checked by theſe 
ſymptoms of defence, ſprang forward, 
and but for the intervention of an un- 
lucky bed-poſt would, in all human pro- 


bability, have crowned the hazardous at- 


tempt with complete victory, but this 
poſt ſtopt the progreſs of the aſſailant 


with ſo much firmneſs, that his head, 
which was the object of aſſault, had nearly 
ſplit 
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ſplit by the force of the contact, nor was 


this the only reaſon he had to curſe this 
unexpected bar to his hopes; the blow not 

only conferred on him, the mark under 
his eye, which bis Lordſhip had fo lately 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of a plumper, 
but it threw bis body from its true equili- 
brium, and, in endeavouring to ſave the 


conſequent tumble, he realed againſt the 


dreſſing table, and with it and all the ap- 
paratus contained thereon, he came to 


the ground with a noiſe not at all adapted 


as a prelude to an intrigue of ſo delicate 


a complexion. 


The maid, who lay in an adjoining 
apartment, in one of thoſe kind of flum- 


bers, which a knowledge of his Lord- 


ſhip's 


THE MrsTAKR. 231 


ſhiß's intention lulled ber, ſtarted from 
her couch at ſuch an unaccountable alarm, 
and gliding towards the ſcene of action, 
was inſtantly laid hold on by the'confuſed 
nobleman, juſt as he recovered his legs; 
and was' groping about to recover his diſ- 
appointment; having no other criterion 
than the touch to diſtinguiſh the differ- 
ence, he concluded he was now in poſ- 
ſeſſion of all he wiſhed for, and finding 
tile oppoſition, he ſucceſsfully carried 
Her to the bed, on which he depoſited his 
burden, with the unlooked for inconve- 
nience of committing the rudeſt inſult 
imaginable on the noſe of the lady, who 
previouſly occupied it, by compreſſing 
this delicate feature under the more pon- 
derous head of the affrightened abigail. 
bed The 
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The lady ſmarting under the preſſure, 
and now terrified in good earneſt, broke 
out in the moſt audible exclamations, in 
which being cordially joined by her ſer— 
vant, Lord Southby, who could in no 
way account for this double ſacceſſion of 
terrific notes, began to imagine his ſitua- 
tion none of the pleaſanteſt, more eſpe- 


cially as a confuſion of other ſounds 


threatened him in another direction, and 


which, iſſuing in at the avenue at which he 
bimſelf had entered, cut off all chance of 
eſcaping unobſerved. The noiſe of his 
tumble had indeed ſpread an alarm over 
the whole houſe. Larkins ſtood ſentinel 
to guard the only paſs of interruption to 
his Lord's ſucceſs; and, whilſt the power 
of words were ſufficient, kept his poſt ſtea- 

dily, 
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dily, but curioſity getting ſtrength by the 

cries of the females, this truſty 'ſquire was 
forced to oppoſe his adverſaries vi et armis 
and a battle enſued, which though obſti- 
nately conteſted on his part, ended in fa- 
your of the enemy, who now headed by 


the hoſteſs, brandiſhing a poker {till reek- 
ing from the ſkull of Larkins, entered the 


unlucky chamber. Irritated as Southby 
was at the intruſion of this hoſtile party, 
he could not refrain a ſmile at the appears 
ance of the amazon, who led it, and 
throwing himſelf into an attitude, ex» 
claimed ;— 

«© Angels and miniſters of grace, defend us! 

% Be thou a ſpirit of health, or goblin damn'd, 


Thou com'ſt in ſuch a queſtionable ſhape 
„That I wil ſpeak to thee,” 15 
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« Shape 1” repeated the landlady, in- 


| terrupting him, © not worſe ſhapes than 
ſome other folks, who ought to be aſhamed 
of themſelyes,” 


The illuſion was made to the maid, who 


having now taken a perpendicular poſture 


on the floor, appeared rather to diſadvan- 
tage on the ſtrict rules of modeſt exami- 
nation; it was making an unfair compa- 
riſon, and the hand maiden's eyes ſ parkling 
with reſentment, ſhe muttered the word 
creature! with a diſdainful toſs of the 
head. This was reſponſed by the ſub- 
ſtantive trollop ; and the poker taking on 


the inſtant a cireuitous movement, would 


have decorated this laſt term of reproach - 


with'the moſt feeltng accom paniment, but 
the 
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the hoſt at this time thruſting himſelf for- 
ward, received the compliment on his 5 
jaw, which had the immediate effect of 
the moſt expert dental operation. Tbe 

female who had ſo luckily eſcaped, was 

too great an adept in this kind of war · 
fare, to looſe the opportunity, and by a 
blow, directed under the hearing organ of 
her adverſary, ſtretched her at her feet, 
and in a moment ſnatched from her the 
laurels ſo daringly won. Lord Southby 
entering into the ſpirit of this affray, at 
once forgot his diſappointment, and the 
charms of the young lady, and having 
both by his influence and example encou- N 
raged the uproar, as far as the ſtrengt! 
and paſſion of thoſe engaged could go, 
at midnight took his departure in the pro. 
ſecution of his journey, 
I: 
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In the morning, on the return of the 
young lady's conductor to the inn, the 
relation of the myſteries of the night was 
communicated with ſome additional ſur- 


miſes, which added nothing to the com- 


fort of his mind ;—the term of brother 


was indeed but a name of convenience, 


yet was his ſenſations not leſs keen on this 


want of affinity, He was in truth of a 


connection more intereſted, and ſuch an 


one as generally are wonderful oficious 


in protecting the virtue of thoſe they, 


from their own experience, are well aſ- 


ſured poſſeſs none. He was a tradeſman 


in the weſt end of the metropolis, who, 
more than attending to the good manage- 
ment of his buſinefs, ſtudied how to imi- 


tate his ſuperiors in their follies and ex- 


travagance. 
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travagance, In conformity with this, he 
had dared to make love to the giddy help- 
mate of a neighbour, who, like himſelf, 
ambitious to follow the prevalence of 
faſhion, agreed to his propoſal, on the 


expreſs condition that an elopement would 


enſue;—the elopement did enſue, and 
the conſcientious vender of ſugars had 
arrived in this part of the kingdom, with a 
view to lodge his acquiſition with the very 
friend to whom the preſent unlucky ab- 
ſence was to be attributed. It was of little 
conſequence that this honorable ſhop- 
keeper felt the ſtings of jealouſy agitate 
his boſom : the lady defied the accuſa- 
tion, and declared that unleſs. her lover 


brought the audacious attempter of her 


chaſtity, for whoſe deſertion by the bye 
ſhe 
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ſhe felt no ſmall reſentment, to a ſenſe 
of his duty, ſhe would inſtantly return 
to town :—ſtimulated by this threat, and 
perhaps too allured by the expectation 
of receiving a round ſum of money as a 
quietus, he had purſued Southby, whoſe 
rank he had learnt, and, after a conver- 
ſation with Larkins, had obtained the in- 
| terview already mentioned, 


Had the heir of the Wellford family 
deſigned only the deſtruction of a ſpar- 
row, he could not have taken a more 
exact or a more ſteady aim: the affright- 
ened grocer ſaw this, or rather he compre- 
hended it, for the ocular ſenſe had nearly 
ſuffered a total extermination; an unuſual 
trepidation ſeized his limbs, and the piſ- 
tol dropt from his hand. Southby, who, 
amidſt 
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amidſt all his failings, was a man of true 


courage, at leaſt that kind of it which 
the world holds in eſtimation, ſaw the ſi- 
tuation of his opponent, and with a trite 
adage, appropriate to the circumſtance, 
laid down his deſtructive weapon, and cal- 
ling in his valet, ordered him to turn the 


fellow into the yard, and diſmiſs him with 


a ſound horſe-whipping ; this command 


Larkins obeyed to its utmoſt extent; and 


ſtill ſmarting under the diſcipline he had 


in his own perſon ſo lately undergone, 


- added ſome. weighty tokens of remem- 


brance of his own invention, which made 
a decent finiſh of this dangerous buſineſs, 
and the diſgraced man of gallantry re- 
turned to his inamorato, not one jot wiſer 
or more eſteemed from the reſult of his 


expedition. 
Having 
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Having ſo eaſily got rid of this unpro- 
pitious affair, Southby returned to the 
room of Captain Fairfax: the letter he 
had been about to animadvert on previous 
to his departure, he ſtill held in his left 
hand; this called its contents once more 
to his recollection, and he broke once 
more out againſt its author, in a tone no 
wiſe moderated by the intervention. 


END OF VOL. II. 
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